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THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 
1917 

A Personal Record 


BY N. N. SUKHANOV 
Edited, abridged and translated 

by Joel Carmichael from 

* Zapiski o Revolutsii’ 

An unique eye-witness account 
of the entire Russian Revolution 
by a man who, though politically 
unaffiliated, was inside the move- 
ment which has led to the present 
Soviet regime. Long suppressed 
in the U.S.S.R. because of its 
anti-official character, it gives 
an account of the revolution 
which is the antithesis of the 
mythology now accepted. 
Illustrated. 42s. net. 

READY 12 MAY 


SCULLING 


With notes on training 
and rigging 


BY R. D. BURNELL 
Amateur sculling, a somewhat 
neglected sport in England, has 
great attraction for the enthu- 
siast, but personal guidance, 
coaching, and support are often 
lacking. R. D. Burnell, former 
English sculling champion and 
Olympic double sculls winner, 
now remedies this, starting from 
fundamental principles and pro- 
gressing to ‘Advanced Sculling’ 
and ‘Racing Tactics.” This is 
the first book to deal with the 
latest development of the ‘sliding 
outrigger’ as a substitute for 
the sliding seat. 12s. 6d. net. 
Illustrated. READY 19 MAY 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 








XBELL 


‘I read this book with the greatest of 
pleasure. SiR MORTIMER WHEELER 


Myth or Legend? 


in which GLYN DANIEL, SiR LEONARD 
WooLLey and other noted experts 
tell what is now known of such 
fascinating subjects as Atlantis, 
Tristan and Isolt, Nemi and the 
Golden Bough, Tara of the Kings, 
etc, Illustrated. 10/6 net 


The Origin of the 
Communist Autocracy 


by LEONARD SCHAPIRO 


The first systematic history of the 
political opposition to communist 
rule from 1917-1922. Published for 
the London School of Economics. 


35/- net 


An Outline History of 
— Literature 


y W. H. HUDSON 
A new edition (26th printing) of a 
famous book for students now 
amended and brought up to date by 
A. C. WARD, restyled and reset. 
10/6 net 


Old Sheffield Plate 

by EDWARD WENHAM 

A former editor of the Connoisseur 
has written a much needed authori- 


tative and well illustrated guide for 
collectors. 18/6 net 


Antique Pewter 
of the British Isles 


by RONALD F. MICHAELIS 


We believe this to be the first com- 
prehensive entirely new book on the 
subject for many years. 


Profusely illustrated. 22/6 net 


G. BELL AND SONS, LTD. 
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English Country Houses ; 


f EARLY GEORGIAN, 1715-1760 

' By Christopher Hussey, 

» M.A., F.S.A., Hon. A.R.I.B.A., Hon. F.1.L.A. 

D | 
Ss | 
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—™ first volume of a new series. A complete, lavishly illustrated record 
of the most notable of England’s country homes—now everywhere 
recognised as national and historic works of art—and the architects who 
built them and craftsmen who embellished their magnificent interiors. 
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e 
St 400 large photographs of 36 great country houses, superbly printed on fine art 
or paper. Bound in green buckram. Gilt top. 12}in.x10in. 6 guineas net. | 
ns Prospectus available | 
COUNTRY LIFE 2-10 Tavistock St. Covent Garden London W.C.2 | 
f ~ OO I MM Scieeirca 
A journal for all who are PLANT 
a 
Ww interested in the Teaching of PROPAGATION 
y 
English as a foreign language, By R. C. M. Wright, N.D.Hort., 
ot 
; 4 VARIOUS METHODS OF 
English Language PROPAGATION OF 
° PLANTS - TREES - SHRUBS - FRUIT 
Teaching VEGETABLES 
ur , ' — The author had as his object a really 
ri- is subscribed to by severa practical book, and here he has succeeded 
or oer ae: in that he writes in clear simple language, 
a thousand teachers in over seventy giving guidance to the amatuer mower: 
countries but at the same time presenting useful 
information to the professional gardener 
and nurseryman. Mr. Wright is well 
ished " qualified to write such a book having had 
4s.ayear Published quarterly practical experience in nurseries and 
market gardens. 
n- Write for specimen copy to 25/- 
he ENGLISH LANGUAGE - 
65 Davies Street, London, W.1 ILLUSTRATED WITH 
" OVER 100 PHOTOGRAPHS 


























If Caxton had 
founded B.N.B.! 


How smooth would be the path of 
librarians, booksellers, and informa- 
tion-seekers in every field, if B.N.B. 
had been published continuously 
since books were first published in 
England! If today there existed five- 
year, ten-year, fifty-year, hundred- 
year Cumulations. If to trace all the 
books published on a particular 
subject in what is now Great Britain 
required only a few minutes’ work! 


Impossible, of course. Comite, 
subject-classified national ibli- 
ographies are a recent product, and 
B.N.B. was not even the first to start. 
But this makes it all the more im- 
portant that you should not delay 
YOUR start. Some of the earlier 
issues are already hard to come by, 
and each year their value increases. 
Take out a subscription now. It will 
bring you a weekly record of all new 
British books, expertly classified, so 
that a glance shows you what is new 
on any subject, and the precise 
speciality of each book. It will bring 
you Quarterly and Annual Cumula- 
tions, to which a Five-Year Index 
will shortly be added, giving you 
complete bibliographies on any 

subject for any period from 1950 
onwards. 


Public and university libraries in 
Great Britain regard B.N.B. as 
essential equipment. It is equally 
essential wherever there is a demand 
for British books 


The 
British National 


Bibliography 














Man of 
EVEREST 


The autobiography of TENZING 
told to 


JAMES RAMSEY ULLMAN 


Tenzing captured the imagination of the 
world when he and Hillary climbed 
Everest. Overnight he became a hero, 
but in spite of his fame little is known 
about him as a man. This authentic, 
official biography gives a clear picture of 
the man and his life to date. 


Fully illustrated 18/- Early June 


SERVICE 
Most Silent 


The Navy’s fight against enemy mines 
JOHN FRAYN TURNER 


The story of the high courage, almost 
unbearable tension, desperate urgency and 
deadly peril of the mine experts from 
H.M.S. Vernon, the Navy’s mine and 
torpedo shore-base at Portsmouth. 
Illustrated 12/6 


Once Upon a Tide 
HERVEY BENHAM 


A colourful picture of the ships and 
seamen of our East Coast seaboard as 
they were in the two centuries which lie 
just beyond the reach of memory. 
Packed with fascinating information 
about the maritime, social and economic 
history of East 


Anglia. 
Very fully illustrated 18/- 


A New Juvenile 


The Lost Silver 
of Langdon 


WINIFRED FINLAY 


The fifth adventure story by a well- 
established children’s author. Set against 
a background of the moors of Durham 
and Yorkshire, this is in every way an 
exciting successor to Cotswold Holiday. 
Illustrated 7/6 


HARRAP 
High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 














CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Shakespeare 


Survey 8 


An annual survey of Shake- 
speare studies for scholars 
and theatregoers. The main 
theme of Survey 8 is the 
Comedies. 18s. net 


Romeo & Juliet 


THE NEW 
SHAKESPEARE 


The latest volume in this 
standard modern edition, 
edited by John Dover Wilson 
and G. I. Duthie, with text, 
introduction, glossary, notes 
and stage-history. 15s. net 


Dekker II 


Edited by 
FREDSON BOWERS 


The second volume of the 
standard modern edition of 
the plays of Thomas Dekker. 

40s. net 


Life in the 
Middle Ages 
G. G. COULTON 


A famous anthology of pass- 
ages illustrating, at first-hand, 
men and manners, life and 
thought, in the Middle Ages. 
Four volumes in one, reprinted. 

50s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Athletics 
Members of the Achilles Club 


ROGER BANNISTER (on the Mile) and C- 
J. CHATAWAY (on Long Distance Running) 
are among 20 expert contributors on every 
track or field event. Between them the con- 
tributors hold 14 Olympic medals, 43 A.A.A. 
Championships, and 20 English records. 384 


pages, and 130 action photographs. 15s. 
Wales for Everyman 
H. A. Piehler 


Completely up-to-date new edition of the 
famous Everyman Guide, uniform with Eng- 
land for Everyman, Scotland for Everyman, 
Ireland for Everyman, (all up to date). Each 
volume has an atlas gi sectional colour- 
contour maps on the scale of 12 miles to an 
inch. Also Paris for Everyman, with street 
maps. Each volume 7s. 6d. 


Experiences 
and Places 
Clifford Dyment 


A new and highly individual collection, a 4 
t who, wrote the Listener reviewing hi 

st book, “ offers us much that is unusual 
and profound in a sincere and human way.” 


The Murders at 
Crossby 
Edward Frankland 


A highly original departure from the usual 
* historical’ novel—a murder mystery set 
among the Norse settlers of Westmorland in 
the tenth century. P 

Full-colour wrapper by Ss. VAN ABBE. 12s. 6d. 


Milou’s Daughter 
Mrs Robert Henrey 


*‘ Bustling gaiety, frank enjoyment, innocent 
inquisitiveness, and diffusion of interests fill 
its pages.”” THE TIMES 
* Warm with charm and gay with the breezes 
of the Mediterranean.” 

NANCY SPAIN, Daily Express 

16s. 
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Bull Fever 
KENNETH TYNAN 


Mr. Tynan sees the bull-ring from the viewpoint of the 
dramatic critic. In this book he considers a dozen bull- 
fights seen on a recent journey through Spain, capturing 
all the stimulus of the spectacle and the artistry of the 
performance. 


Ready May 2nd Illustrated 18s. net 


The Slaughterhouse Informer 
EDWARD HYAMS 

The author of Sylvester and Gentian Violet is in his most 

satirical mood with this saga, which concerns the rise to 

national fame of an obscure provincial periodical under 


the skilful, if erratic, manipulation of an oddly assorted 
triumvirate. 


Ready May 2nd 12s. 6d. net 


John Free 
From Bristol to Rome in the 15th Century 


R. J. MITCHELL 


The scholastic odyssey of a remarkable Bristolian whose 
wit and erudition won him the admiration of the Italian 
savants, who found in him the first Englishman of his 
own time capable of matching them on their own 
ground and their own terms. 


25s. net 


Homosexuality and the 
Western Christian 
Tradition 
D. SHERWIN BAILEY 


The Rev. Dr. Bailey provides one of the most important 
and objective contributions of recent years to the study 
of a burning and many-sided contemporary problem. 


| 15s. net | 
| 

} | 
boas LONG ————— 



































BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


65 DAVIES STREET LONDON W.1!1 


Opinions expressed by the contributors are 
not necessarily those of the British Council 


World Copyright. Permission to reproduce any 
of the contents of this periodical must be 
obtained from : The Editor, British Book News. 


NUMBER 177 MAY 1955 





BOOKS FOR THE BLIND 


VERNON BARLOW 


THE quality of Blind Welfare in Britain attracts many seckers of information 
from other countries to study it in action. Behind Britain’s success in the 
treatment of this problem lie fifty years of endeavour supported by the State, 
the Local Authority in each area, the expert voluntary blind societies, and a 
host of voluntary helpers. Their well-integrated efforts have done much to 
lighten the future for those who have lost their sight. 


The first responsibility for a blind person falls upon the Local Authority, 
acting through its welfare officer and home teachers or through the local 
blind society. After ascertaining what statutory aid is available in each 
case, and what amelioration of misfortune is indicated, the individual is 
assessed and directed towards a new life, based on touch and sound. Some 
adults aim at recapturing their previous position in life after mastering 


Braille and other skills. 


Many of these arrangements lead directly to the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind, the largest society of its kind in the world. Newly blinded 
civilians, for instance, are sent as soon as possible to its famous seaside 
Homes of Recovery at Torquay, where, after a few healing months, despair 
and helplessness are transformed into hope and successful re-deployment. 
The Royal National Institute administers nine Sunshine Homes for babies 
and infants, the only two blind residential Grammar Schools in the 
Commonwealth (Worcester College for boys and Chorleywood for girls), 
also the bulk of the placement of trained blind workers in industrial and 
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commercial pursuits; the Institute also has specialised Homes in many parts 
of the country and two schools in London, one for studying telephony and 
typing, the other for physiotherapy. The R.N.LB. in fact functions on a 
national scale for blind people of all kinds especially where lack of numbers 
makes local organisation unsuitable, and this particularly applies to the 
publishing of Braille books and other literature. 


What the R.N.I.B. supplies in general, St. Dunstan’s—founded during 
the First World War under Sir Arthur Pearson—provides in particular for 
the 3,000 blinded British ex-service men and women of the two world 
wars. St. Dunstan’s men, who are restored to everyday life as useful 
citizens, whatever their handicaps, are known in all the hemispheres. Sir 
Clutha Mackenzie, for one, was selected by UNESCO to advise on world 
Braille systems, and to assist in creating a uniform world Braille language 
with complete tactile representation of visual scripts. 


Education is naturally regarded as the primary means for the emancipation 
of the blind community. The main plank in this platform that adds to its 
attainments year by year is the Braille system and all that it means. Without 
it many doors must remain locked and the darkness close in, while with 
the aid of the six astonishing Braille dots—which in various combinations 
represent the letters of the alphabet and other signs, are stamped in relief 
upon the paper that receives them, and can be distinguished by touch—the 
whole world of intellect, the knowledge of the ages, the treasuries of the 
thought of mankind, remain invitingly open. It is a subject that kindled 
the columns of the international press during 1952, the year of the Louis 
Braille centenary celebrations. 


What indeed could be a more spectacular beginning to this mental 
emancipation, denied through the centuries, than the discovery of this 
miraculous code by a Parisian schoolboy: Only six little raised dots, about 
the size of a large full stop, are used, in sixty-three combinations, covering 
all writing, numerals, music notation, and even mathematics and scientific 
formulae. Louis Braille gave the blind easy access to books, a gift the 
significance of which no man can measure. , 


Yet it took the energies of a forceful London doctor to make Braille an 
educational force outside a few institutions and schools. Stricken with 
blindness at the age of thirty-six, Thomas Rhodes Armitage devoted his 
time, money and talents to publicising the Braille system. With his 
Committee of “The Three Blind Men’ in permanent session for two years, 
with his own Braille production operating in the kitchen, with his personal 
visits and Irish persuasion, he established the Braille method, putting 
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Braille firmly upon the international map, and founded the National 
Institute for the Blind. This Institute started in 1868 and in 1893 came the 
Act of Parliament making education for the blind compulsory. 


Today the Royal National Institute for the Blind is only exceeded in its 
Braille output by the American Printing House for the Blind in Kentucky; 
its Braille volumes and periodicals go to many parts of the world and par- 
ticularly to the Commonwealth. Figures for the R.N.I.B. press for the 
past year show the massive total of over half a million Braille productions 
of all kinds. These include 38,000 volumes of literature, 387,155 newspapers 
and 1,300 music volumes, not to mention the many current papers and 
periodicals on general and specialised subjects—twenty-six in all. 


When a book is selected for reproduction in Braille, the permission of 
the author and the publisher has to be obtained. Then, at the transcribing 
machines where the metal plates are embossed in Braille dots for the 
presses, the book is read by a sighted worker to a blind operator, who 
punches out the six dots by skilfully activating six piano-like keys. These 
metal plates are then transferred to the printing presses, and Braille sheets 
are run off. In addition to the power presses there is an invaluable rotary 
press for magazine work, which turns out 16,000 sheets an hour. 


It may surprise some people to know that little difference exists between 
the reading tastes of those who eye-read and those who finger-read. There 
is a mental hunger for books of all kinds, including sport, and the advent 
of Braille periodicals of all descriptions have changed a blank outlook into 
a seeing one, able to contribute to the life of the community. From my 
own experience, it would seem that a blind reader is even more interested 
in action than one who can see, and has a preference for warm, friendly, 
informative, humanising books. 


Three and a half miles of underground Braille bookstacks at the R.N.LB. 
headquarters offer for purchase books which cater for a multiplicity of 
tastes, ranging from the classics, poetry and drama, to nursery rhymes, 
‘Westerns,’ textbooks and sport manuals. 


Apart from the special apparatus required, Braille books are unfortunately 
very costly to publish; special, thick paper is necessary and the average 
book runs to four Braille volumes. The Bible takes seventy-four volumes, 
and Churchill’s War Memoirs over sixty, so that the smaller books are in 
the greater demand. The R.N.I.B. subsidises its Braille production to the 
extent of some £40,000 each year. The aim in general is to provide the 
blind reader with a book of several volumes at about the same cost as its 
one-volume letterpress counterpart. A special discount concession of 
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three-quarters of the cost price is made to blind purchasers in Britain and 
Northern Ireland. That is to say, they may buy for two shillings a volume 
costing the Institute eight shillings to produce. 


Naturally, the National Library for the Blind, which lends books to 
blind readers, has an important réle to play in the literary affairs of the 
blind. It is the largest Braille book library in existence, having over 300,000 
circulating volumes, representing 30,000 titles. Its books can cater for 
even wider and more ephemeral tastes than those supplied by the R.N.LB. 
Last year it sent 4,000 volumes abroad to thirty-six overseas countries. 
The Library purchases Braille books for its stock and also transcribes its 
own selected titles into manuscript copies, by hand, with the aid of an 
imposing array of trained voluntary transcribers. 


The obvious disadvantage of Braille books is their bulk. A book trans- 
lated into dot language cannot avoid being cumbersome and even the use 
of contracted Braille does little to reduce the weight. 


This difficulty has led the research officers at the R.N.I.B. to experiment 
with a completely new and speedier form of reproduction, known as 
Solid Dot Braille. Instead of metal sheets, a stencil is cut on the transcribing 
machine, and transferred to the Solid Dot mechanism, where liquid 
plastic ink is squeezed on to the paper through the stencil holes. These 
solid Braille dots are welded on to the paper by means of an infra-red 
drying process. The advantage gained is that the dots are sprayed on to 
paper instead of embossed from it, and besides being sharper to the touch 
and more lasting, permit the use of thinner sheets. The prototype machine 
made its appearance in 1952, and an operating machine will be installed 


this year. 


Braille is still the master key that opens the doors to life, but there are many 
old blind people who cannot master it; for the old who cannot absorb the 
dot language, the Royal National Institute uses the simpler but even more 
bulky Moon system. 


In the history of finger-reading Dr. Moon of Brighton stands beside 
Louis Braille and Dr. Thomas Armitage. They are the three leaders in 
bringing literature to the blind. Moon today with its large embossed 
Roman type alphabet, and triangular lettering reminiscent of bygone 
days, is an essential satellite of the Braille system. Moon books are sent 
to the libraries of large towns where they are available for the comfort 
and pleasure of old blind people. Moon has to be set up in large type 
and the Moon Bible has no less than 5,000 thick pages. 
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Yet perhaps of all the reading matter prepared for the blind in Britain, 
the most interesting for many other nations is that produced by the R.N.LB. 
Students’ Library. We are speaking now of Ovid and Homer, of history, 
law and language, of trade and technical subjects. Wherever a truly aspir- 
ing blind student may be living, far away or near at hand, if he can prove 
his need of a particular work of reference to the Students’ Library, he has a 
bright chance of getting the book translated into Braille and lent to him. 
20,000 volumes have now been completed by 300 voluntary workers, 
many of them retired from the Services. One expert completed seventy- 
three volumes as his contribution last year. Products of the Students’ Library 
are now circulating in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Chile, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Holland, Greece, India, Israel, Italy, U.S.A., Yugoslavia, 
Malaya, and other countries, in many instances with the co-operation of 
the British Council, who accept responsibility for replacing books if lost. 
They are manuscript books, translated into dots by hand, and letters of 
appreciation flow in from the grateful. 


Embossed literature may be sent post free by ordinary mail to nearly 
all destinations abroad. Air mail for packets outside Europe costs 3d. for 
two ounces. 


Throughout the world Braille continues to bring hope and comfort to 
the blind, challenging hardship and handicap with ever increasing output. 


Mr. Vernon Barlow, author and journalist, was Public Relations Officer for the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind for three years and is now the General Editor. He has written 
seven books, some of them travel books in collaboration with Colonel P. T. Etherton. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 


Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
*% New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC. Ida Leeson. Oxford University Press (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 
I§s. 1954. 23 cm. 72 pages. Index. 
The South Pacific Commission, recognising the usefulness of bibliographies to assist 
the work of government officials and people engaged in research or teaching, arranged 
for the publication of this guide to the many bibliographies of the Pacific area. Miss 
Ida Leeson, an authority on Pacific literature, compiled a preliminary draft, which 
was sent for comment and additions to the leading area specialists so that the volume 
as now published will take its place as a standard work. Bibliographies whose contents 
are covered by more important texts on the same subject are omitted; the work is 
therefore not over voluminous. It is divided first by geographical area, and secondly 
by subject, and the form of entry follows the British Standards Institution specifica- 
tion for ‘Bibliographical References.’ (016-01699) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS OF SOUTH 
ASIA (India, Burma, Ceylon). No. 10, July-December, 1953. Unesco, South Asia 
Science Co-operation Office (New Delhi, India), gratis 1955. 27 cm. 164 pages. Paper 
covers. 

A useful guide, classified in accordance with the Dewey Decimal Classification, to 

books, pamphlets and periodical articles in the field of science and technology, 

published in the three countries during the period under review. All titles are in 

English but there is no author or subject index. A supplement gives a list of new 

scientific periodicals with details of price and publisher. (016-5) 

Children’s Books 

BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. GroupIl: Eleven to Thirteen plus, annotated 
and classified. Compiled by the North Midland Branch of the Library Association 
under the editorship of Edgar Osborne. New edition, completely revised. Library 
Association, 7s. 6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 128 pages. Index. Paper covers. 

When a new edition of a work is called for within two years, there is a strong indi- 

cation of usefulness. This complete revision of a very good list of books of fiction 

and non-fiction will meet a need continually felt by parents, teachers and librarians. 

Titles included in the first edition which have run out of print and are not likely to 

be reprinted immediately have been removed and replaced by many new ones. The 

fiction list is in alphabetical order of authors’ names and the non-fiction section is 

arranged alphabetically by subjects. (028-5) 

Encyclopaedias 

BRITANNICA BOOK OF THE YEAR, 1955. Edited by Walter Yust 


and John Armitage. Encyclopaedia Britannica. 84s. 1955. 28 cm. $10 pages. 350 
illustrations. Map. Tables. Bibliographies. Indexes. 
One of the main changes in the current issue of this authoritative encyclopaedia, to 
which many experts have contributed, is the introduction of comprehensive tables 


965 








which give in a comparative form world statistics which previously had to be 
extracted by the reader from the statistical sections at the end of the national articles, 
Additional articles include ‘News Stories’, “Political Security’ and ‘Quebec Agree- 
ment’. The biggest new feature, ‘Sporting Record’, sums up the season’s most 
important sporting results. ‘Biographies’ is now one illustrated article and there is a 
new article on the activities and engagements of the Royal Family. (032) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PYSCHOLOGY] 


MAN, MORALS AND SOCIETY. A Psycho-Analytical Study. J. C. Flugel. 
Penguin Books, 3s. 6d. 1955. 18 cm. 416 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

One of the most illuminating psychological books of recent years is here re-issued 

with a new preface. Dr. Flugel holds a unique position in British psychology in being 

fully accepted both as a psycho-analyst and as a scientific psychologist, and his book 
develops the implications of psycho-analysis for those problems of behaviour and 
moral progress that concern social psychologists and moral philosophers. In particular 
he discusses fully the growth and nature of the ‘super-ego’ with its partly irrational 
and unconscious influence on conscience. The book is not only a serious and authori- 
tative contribution to its subject but is also thoroughly intelligible to readers without 


technical knowledge. (131-34) 


AN ADVENTURE. C. A. E. Moberly and E. F. Jourdain. Edited by Joan Evans. 

sth edition. Faber, 12s. 6d. 1955. 22° cm. 132 pages. 6 illustrations. 4 maps. Index. 
The ‘Adventure’ took place more than half a century ago. Two Oxford women 
university teachers, neither of whom claimed to have psychic powers, paid a visit one 
day to the Petit Trianon at Versailles. In walking through the courtyard and garden, 
they apparently walked back into the past: for when they later compared their 
experiences and undertook certain researches into what they had seen, they concluded 
that they must have witnessed an authentic historical episode connected with the 
beginning of the French Revolution. This impression was reinforced by subsequent 
visits. Their claims have been challenged, defended, dismissed, upheld—but never 
neglected. This latest edition, collating the material of the preceding four, derives 
an added interest from Miss Evans’s personal account of the authors. (133-12) 


SEX, LITERATURE AND CENSORSHIP. Essays by D. H. Lawrence. 
Edited by Harry T. Moore. Introductions by Harry T. Moore and H. F. Rubinstein. 
Heinemann, 15s. 1955. 20° cm. 278 pages. 4 illustrations (1 in colour) from paintings 
by D. H. Lawrence. (Phoenix Edition) 

Eleven essays, particularly topical at this moment, are collected here for the first 

time. Written during Lawrence’s last twelve years, they were provoked by the 

banning of The Rainbow, Lady Chatterley’s Lover and Lawrence’s paintings. These 
themes are discussed not on purely ethical grounds, for Lawrence sees them also as 
aesthetic and social issues which strike at the roots of modern history and civilisation. 

The selection includes the Introduction to Lawrence’s paintings and the essays on 

‘Pornography and Obscenity’ and “Lady Chatterley’s Lover’. It is prefaced by 

extremely interesting accounts of Lawrence’s dealings with the censorship and the 

law by Harry T. Moore and H. F. Rubinstein. (136-1) 
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SEX AND SOCIETY. Kenneth Walker and Peter Fletcher. Penguin Books. 
2s. 6d. 1955. 18 cm. 252 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books). 
The authors approach the subject of sex from the standpoint of psychology and of 
commonsense pastoral psychotherapy. They soundly emphasise the social and inter- 
personal aspects of sexual relationships and they keep in mind the differences between 
masculine and feminine sexuality. They recognise the problems created by discrepan- 
cies between socio-religious institutions centring on marriage and the urgency of 
sexual interests in young people, and they deal clearly with the commoner perversions 
and neurotic difficulties involving sexual behaviour. The book simplifies its topics 
and is helpful in a practical way rather than intellectually stimulating. (136-1) 


THE ETHICS OF ARISTOTLE. The Nicomachean Ethics. Translated from 
the Greek by J. A. K. Thomson. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s. 6d. 1955. 18 cm. 
320 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Penguin Classics) 

The Penguin Classics would be incomplete without Aristotle’s great work on ethical 

thought. An inexpensive edition of this kind will prove invaluable for students, and 

the introduction will bring Aristotle’s thought within the reach of many who, out 
of sheer intellectual humility, would otherwise remain lifelong strangers to it. 

Although the Ethics was not meant to be read as it stands (for it consists of well-edited 

lecture-notes), we have become accustomed to regarding it as an academic treatise, 

and this is an obstacle to its true appreciation. The editor rightly points out that we 
are listening to a man speaking. Occasionally a speaker of this eminence and subtlety 
needs an interpreter, especially at so great a distance in time. For this reason the editor 
has interspersed the text with useful notes to underline the continuity of the argument. 


(185) 


RELIGION 


MEN SEEKING GOD. Christopher Mayhew. Allen & Unwin, 12s. 6d. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 118 pages. 36 photographs. Bibliography. 
The misgivings which troubled the author about making into a book the scripts of 
a successful television programme need no longer disturb him since the venture has 
been abundantly justified. We have here interviews with the adherents of five living 
religions—a Hindu monk, a Buddhist layman, a Jewish Rabbi, a Franciscan friar 
and an Indian Methodist minister. Each of these gives a brief account of his theological 
outlook, ways of worship and prayer and any characteristic practices that might 
prove of interest to the inquirer. Mr. Mayhew sums up the series in a final chapter. 
(200) 


THE RELIGIOUS QUEST. A Study in the Development of the Religious 
Sentiment. Joyce Kenwrick. S.P.C.K., 15s. 6d. 1955. 22 cm. 188 pages. Index. 
The author, in the course of her experience in training students for teaching, was 
concerned about an emotional attitude which hindered the assimilation of spiritual 
truth. In order to discover the various factors which go to make up the complex 
religious sentiment, she collected and analysed 350 spiritual biographies from 
members of Christian communions, and from groups in Judaism and Islam. The 
collaborators were asked to give a description of their religious training and to 
recount any significant experiences in their religious life. The material is here made 
the basis of an instructive assessment of the development of the religious sentiment. 


(201) 
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ESTHER: SONG OF SONGS: LAMENTATIONS. Introduction and 
commentary by George A. F. Knight. S.C.M. Press, 7s. 6d. 1955. 19 cm. 140 pages. 
Bibliography. (Torch Bible Commentaries) 

The Professor of Old Testament Studies, Knox College, Dunedin, New Zealand, 

‘pier ga for the non-specialist reader a useful introduction to three Old Testament 

ooks which are often misunderstood and about which there has been much contro- 
versy. The historical background and the theological setting of each book are briefly 
and clearly indicated, while a series of paragraph titles and notes on the text serve 
to bring out the meaning and teaching. Within the limits prescribed by the series, 

the editor has produced an excellent commentary. (221-7) 


ST. THOMAS AQUINAS: THEOLOGICAL TEXTS. Selected and 
translated from the Latin with notes and an introduction by Thomas Gilby. 
Oxford University Press, 15s. 1955. 18°5 cm. 442 pages. Biographical and biblio- 
graphical note. Index. 

The works of St. Thomas Aquinas are proverbially difficult of access. The layman 

and even the theologian are usually obliged to have recourse to handbooks, and the 

names of Maritain and Gilson are associated in most people’s minds with Thomist 
initiation. The present volume follows the pattern and method of its predecessor, 
which dealt with the specifically philosophical texts. It is intended to complement 
that work, for it is impossible to separate St. Thomas’s theology from his philosophy. 

The production of the book is such as to make its regular use both practicable and 

pleasurable: it is small, compact and admirably printed. Father Gilby’s introduction 

and notes provide the indispensable minimum of guidance. (230) 


ULTIMATE QUESTIONS. Nathaniel Micklem. Bles, 7s. 6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
128 pages. 
This volume, comprising the Cole Lectures for 1954, has in view those who are 
often alienated by traditional presentations of the Christian Faith. In an opening 
chapter, the writer contends that the truths of religion are more akin to the truths 
of poetry than to scientific truth and that the key to their understanding is faith. 
He considers, in the light of this principle, the doctrines of creation and providence, 
the resurrection and person of Christ, and world redemption. If the treatment of 
the nature of religious truth is not wholly satisfying, the book as a whole is refreshingly 
frank and rich in suggestion. (230) 


JESUS AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD. Harold Roberts. The Fernley- 

Hartley Lecture of 1954. Epworth Press, 12s. 6d. 1955. 22 cm. 124 pages. Indexes. 
This competent book starts with an indication of how recent scholarship has come 
to regard the idea of the Kingdom of God as the essential key for the understanding 
of the Synoptic Gospels. The teaching of Jesus about it is summarised, and Dr. 
Roberts then proceeds to a brief statement of Christian theology under the headings 
The Doctrine of God, The Person of Christ, The Church, and The Christian Hope. 
His object is to show how the dynamic conception of the divine activity which is 
implied in the Kingdom-idea has found expression in Christian theology. The book 
contains much sound judgment, and a notable awareness of present issues affecting 
both Church and world. (230) 


THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD. Essays in Liberal Religion. Sidney Spencer. 
Allen & Unwin, 8s. 6d. 1955. 19 cm. 118 pages. 

The author is Principal of Manchester College, Oxford and an adherent of Unitarian- 

ism. His purpose in these essays is to clarify and interpret liberal religious thought, 
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since he is persuaded that ‘Liberal Christianity’ is alone capable of meeting the 
intellectual and spiritual needs of the modern world. The essays, which are written 
in a lucid and direct style, are divided into four groups: problems of theology, 
mysticism, Jesus and His teaching, religion and society. While the presentation of 
Christian truth here provided leaves many fundamental questions unanswered, it is 
of interest as representing a tradition which merits careful study. (230) 


CHURCH BUILDING AND FURNISHING: THE CHURCH’S 
WAY. A Study in Liturgical Law. J. O'Connell. Burns & Oates, 21s. 1955. 
225 cm. 280 pages. 8 plates. 18 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. 

Two short canons of the Code of Canon Law contain the laws of the Roman 

church about the building and furnishing of churches. This book explains the 

meaning of these two canons very fully, and is likely to prove an indispensable 
source of reference for architects, artists and craftsmen engaged in ecclesiastical 
work, as well as for priests and religious superiors. It should be emphasised that the 
author is concerned only with interpreting the relevant liturgical law. Sacred art 


and architecture are not dealt with, except as they are affected by the instructions 
of the Church. (247) 


THE BOOK OF THE POORIN SPIRIT. A Guide to Rhineland Mysticism. 
By a Friend of God. Edited, translated from the German and with an Introduction 
by C. F. Kelley. Longmans, 21s. library edition; 8s. 6d. pocket edition. 1955. 
22 cm.: 17 cm. 304 pages. Notes. 

This volume by an unknown fourteenth century writer is a classic not only of 

Rhineland mysticism but of Christian experience, and the editor has rendered a 

valuable service by providing a readable translation with a luminous and discrimin- 

ating introduction. The work itself is an exposition of spiritual poverty and is divided 
into four parts. The first concerns the nature of spiritual poverty, the second examines 

God’s work in the soul and man’s co-operation, while the final sections deal with 

the way to a perfect life of contemplation. Of the spirituality of this treatise there 

can be no question and, as the editor observes, it is possible to criticise certain aspects 

without detracting from its perennial value. (248) 


WORLD PROBLEMS OF TODAY. Cyril Garbett. Hodder & Stoughton, 
4s. 6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 186 pages. Paper covers. 
The Archbishop of York in this book endeavours to elucidate the unchanging 
principles and convictions with which the Church of England in common with other 
Christian Churches has approached questions of foreign policy. First of all, he 
expounds the nature of Christian standards and the ideals of Western civilisation. 
He then examines the Christian approach to the problems of world hunger and 
population, peace and war, Communism, race, nationalism and the relation of 
Church and State. Throughout, the treatment is marked by a clear grasp of Christian 
principles and a realistic understanding of the complexity of the issues to which 
they are applied. (261) 


REPORT ON MORAL RE-ARMAMENT. Edited by R. C. Mowat. 
Blandford Press, ss. 1955. 21°5 cm. 220 pages. 37 photographs. Paper covers. 
The Moral Re-armament movement, known formerly as the ‘Oxford Group’, 
attempts to confront the forces of materialism by what is believed to be a superior 
ideology based upon the enthronement of the Divine Will at the heart of national 
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and international policy. In this volume, varied, racy and highly optimistic accounts 
are given by writers from different countries of the world-wide strategy of this 
movement in training for leadership, in guiding nascent democracies and in resolving 
racial tensions. The sincerity of the contributors is beyond question but they have 
an unusual capacity for simplifying problems by reducing them to a single pattern. 


(261) 


THE CHURCH FACES THE CHALLENGE. The Report of the Church 
of Scotland Commission on Communism. Longmans, 4s. 6d. 1955. 18°5 cm. 
128 pages. Diagram. Paper covers. 

This book, which is one of a series of reports of a special commission on Christianity 

and secular philosophies appointed by the Church of Scotland, deals with the socio- 

logical rather than the theological aspects of the Christian answer to Communism. It 
is thus related to those matters with which both Christianity and Communism 
have a serious concern—industry, the structure of society, racial conflict, the problems 
of land, soil and world hunger. In content and style the report deserves high praise 
and should serve as an admirable basis for group discussion. (261-7) 


THE JUNG CODEX. A Newly Recovered Gnostic Papyrus. Three Studies by 
H.G. Puech, G. Quispel, W.C. van Unnik. Translated from the Dutch and edited by 
F.L.Gross. Mowbray, 15s. 1955.22cm. 136 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The purpose of this important and well-produced volume is to provide an account 

of the collection of MSS. apparently derived from a Gnostic library and found at 

Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt in 1945. Hitherto, our knowledge of Gnosticism, a 

varied philosophic and religious movement of the early Christian centuries, has 

been dependent on the writings of its opponents, but now we have a considerable 
mass of documents coming from the circles in which Gnosticism flourished. The 

Jung Codex acquired by the Jung Institute is the most significant of these writings 

and is here described along with the other documents by Professor Puech. Professor 

Quispel deals with the significance of the Jung Codex and Professor Unnik examines 

the bearing of the new sources on the study of the New Testament. (270) 


ESSAYS IN CHRISTIAN UNITY, 1928-1954. Henry St. John. Blackfriars 
Publications, 12s. 6d. 1955. 22 cm. 164 pages. Index. 
These essays, written at different times, reiterate the conviction that submission to 
papal authority is the only guarantee of true doctrine and a valid sacramental life. 
The earlier papers deal with the possibility of reunion with the Church of England 
or at least the Anglo-Catholic section, while the rest concern what is believed to 
be the task of the Church of England in the ecumenical movement—the penetration 
of world Protestantism with Catholic thought. If the prospect of reunion recedes 
as these pages are read, the author’s approach may be commended both for its 
candour and charity. (280-1) 


THE CONGREGATIONAL YEAR BOOK, 1955. Containing the 
Proceedings of the Congregational Union of England and Wales for 1954, Lists 
of Churches and Ministers. Edited by G. Newton Johnson. Congregational Union 
of England and Wales, 21s. cloth; 17s.6d. boards. 1955. 21-5 cm. $80 pages. 
70 photographs. Tables. Biographical notes. Indexes. 

The Year Book provides full information on the Congregational Union of England 

and Wales. Part I gives general information about moderators, council, committees, 
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the International Congregational Council and the Baptist and Congregational 
Churches United Navy, Army and Air Force Board. Part II gives the constitution 
of the Union, information about the Ministry, and a Directory of Societies. Part Il 
contains the Proceedings of the Annual Assembly, 1954, and Part IV lists of county 
Congregational Unions, lay preachers’ associations, etc. Part V is an alphabetical 
list of ministers and others and Part VI gives biographical information on ministers 
deceased. (285-8058) 


ZURVAN. A Zoroastrian Dilemma. R. C. Zaehner. Oxford University Press, 84s. 
1955. 25 cm. $12 pages. Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
The problem of Zurvanism has exercised many scholars, but the difficulties are such 
that it has never been thoroughly explored. Professor Zaehner, who published his 
first work on it in 1938, now offers a weighty and scholarly study, written with 
vigour and clarity, and accompanied by texts with translations and notes. He believes 
that Zurvanism dominated S.W. Iran at the beginning of the Sassanian period, and 
held sway fluctuatingly down to the time of Khusrau I, leaving an indelible impres- 
sion on Iranian thought. It owed much to Greek and Indian influences, and differed 
greatly, in its ascetic pessimism, from orthodox Zoroastrianism, evil being regarded 
as inherent in the original being of the supreme god (Zurvan). Some of the matter 
in this important book will necessarily be further discussed; but no student of Iranian 
religion or culture can fail to learn much from it, or to profit from the scholarly 
renderings of difficult Pahlavi texts. (29s) 


THE JEWISH HERITAGE. A Symposium. Edited by Ephraim Levine. 
Vallentine, Mitchell, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. Notes. Index. 
Eight writers, representing different shades of opinion within the Jewish community, 
assess the value of Jewish thought, especially religious thought, for modern civilisa- 
tion. The essayists, among them authorities such as Dr. A. Cohen, Rabbi Isidore 
Epstein and Sir Leon Simon, discuss theology, religious ceremonial, Rabbinic 
tradition, philosophy, ethics, law and the establishment of the State of Israel. While 
there is variety of approach and treatment and some lack of unity of achievement, 
the volume is a useful survey of Judaism, showing its roots and its present relevance. 
To some it will be a guide, to others a challenge. (296-04) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


THE COLOUR PROBLEM. A Study of Racial Relations. Anthony H. 
Richmond. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 372 pages. Notes and reference. 
Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books). 

An immense amount of information is packed into this closely-printed, long and 

timely Pelican. The subject is first discussed in general, and the author very fairly 

makes the distinction between prejudice, discrimination, and social separation. 

Notable examples from the modern world are treated with their political back- 

ground: Apartheid in South Africa, the cases of Seretse Khama and the Kabaka of 

Buganda, and the colour problems of the African colonies and the West Indies, 

There is a long, perhaps unduly long, account of racial relations in Britain, a subject 

on which the author has already published a detailed case study, entitled Colour 

Prejudice in Britain (1954). (301-45) 
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Political Science 


AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. Its Theory and Practice explained for the 
English Reader. Richard H. Pear. MacGibbon & Kee, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 
216 pages. Map. Notes. Index. 


There are many American books on the American system of government, but, 
presupposing as they do a knowledge of numerous customs and conventions to 
which the citizen of that country is born, they fail to explain all that an English 
reader needs to know. Mr. Pear, who is a lecturer on American politics at the London 
School of Economics, and has studied in the United States, makes his very readable 
introductory handbook more realistic by bringing out these fundamental differences 
between, for example, the legislative procedures of Great Britain and America. 
The book will interest the general reader as well as the student. (320-973) 


VOTING IN DEMOCRACIES. A Study of Majority and Proportional 
Electoral Systems. Enid Lakeman and James D. Lambert. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 
304 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


It is over forty years since the publication of John H. Humphreys’ standard work 
on Proportional Representation. The many developments in electoral theory and 
practice since that time are ably presented by these two writers, one of them 
Research Secretary of the Proportional Representation Society and the other an 
experienced student of European political systems. The general reader will obtain 
from the book a clear idea of how proportional representation works. For the more 
serious enquirer it gives full statistical details of the voting systems in force in several 
countries, and of the different results which they give. (324-22) 


MALTA AND THE MALTESE. A Study in Nineteenth Century Migration. 
Charles A. Price. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia), 45s. 1954. 22°5 cm. 
292 pages. Endpaper map. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first part of a general history which the author, a Research Fellow in 

Demography in the Australian National University, is writing on Southern European 

settlers in Australia. As the author believes that phenomena such as migration cannot 

be clearly understood unless viewed in all phases of social life—economic, political, 
and cultural—introductory chapters give this background. Nineteenth century 

Malta, he feels, illustrates the power of non-economic forces. Supplied with an 

extensive bibliography, this work is well documented, and statistics are set forth 

in the appendices. (325-2458) 


THE COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE LIST, 10955. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 268 pages. Tables. Index. 
This issue gives the latest information about the C.R.O. and is divided into five 
parts: the organisation and representation of the Commonwealth Relations Office 
at home and abroad; the constitutional development of countries of the Common- 
wealth for which the Commonwealth Relations Office is responsible; the develop- 
ment of constitutional relations between members of the Commonwealth and of 
Commonwealth conferences; overseas service regulations; and statement of services 
of staff at home and abroad, and of senior members of the staffs of the Administrations 
of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland. (325-342) 
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RENAISSANCE DIPLOMACY. Garrett Mattingly. Cape, 25s. 1955. 23 cm. 
324 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliographical note. Index. 
The author has a high reputation for scholarly studies in sixteenth century history, 
particularly in the field of diplomacy. In this book he has used his wide knowledge 
to provide an account of the development of European diplomacy in its formative 
period. His theme is the evolution of the early organisation and machinery of inter- 
national negotiation. The resident ambassador was fully developed in Italy by the 
mid-fifteenth century, and by 1500 the office had become familiar in the main 
Western states. When that happened ‘modern’ diplomacy may be said to have 
begun. This is a valuable book for historians, diplomatists, and anyone else who 
realises that institutions of today have their roots in the past. (327-4) 


GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. A History of Anglo- 
American Relations, 1783-1952. H. C. Allen. Odhams Press, 45s. 1955. 23 cm. 
1,024 pages. 7 Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

A number of short studies have recently been published explaining the British and 

Americans to each other, and particularly their foreign policy. This interest in each 

other continues to grow, fed by a community of interests and a largely common 

language and way of life which make the many divergences the more intriguing. 

H. C. Allen, a Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford, now provides a solid background 

to these problems with a history intended for the general reader and written from 

a conviction of the necessity for cordial friendship between the two nations. It is a 

book for every library and there is an excellent reading list for further study. (327-42) 


BRITAIN AND THE TIDE OF WORLD AFFAIRS. The B.B.C. Reith 

Lectures 1954. Oliver S. Franks. Oxford University Press, $s. 1955. 19 cm. 80 pages. 
Sir Oliver Franks was British Ambassador in Washington from 1948 to 1952 and 
there is probably no one better qualified to appraise British foreign policy without 
becoming insular. He sees all the difficulties of the present situation but, while making 
these clear to the reader, he also holds out some hope of Britain continuing ‘to be 
a leader among nations in the future’. (327°42) 


THE AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL LABOUR PARTY, 1901-1951. 
L. F. Crisp. Longmans, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 352 pages. Tables. Index. 
As President of the Australian Labour Party in the Australian Capital Territory, 
with access to the necessary official records, the author is able to write with authority 
on the Party’s development and policy. Assuming that the reader will already have 
a general knowledge of the structure of the state branches and local units of 
the Party, he gives particular attention to the Party in its national aspects, with the 
constitutional, financial and other complications arising from the federal system. 
Professor Crisp is the author of The Parliamentary Government of the Commonwealth 


of Australia. (329°994) 


Economics 

FREE TRADE AND PROTECTION IN THE NETHERLANDS, 
1816-30. A Study of the first Benelux. H. R. C. Wright. Cambridge University 
Press, 31s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 264 pages. 19 tables. Index. (Cambridge Studies in 
Economic History). 


After the Napoleonic Wars William I of the Netherlands was given control of the 
Dutch and Belgian provinces and the restored Dutch colonies. He aimed to convert 
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them into an independent, self-supporting economic unit. In this scholarly work the 
author describes the Dutch-Belgian fiscal union systems of 1816 and 1821, the various 
schemes for the protection of industry, commerce and agriculture, and the successive 
free trade and mercantilist policies for the Dutch East Indies. He discusses why the 
king’s economic policy, successful in many ways, failed at last to bring about 
the political and economic strength which he desired, (338-9492) 


Law 
THE YOUNG LAWYER. John L. Clay, John B. Frankenburg, and John A. 
Baker. Butterworth, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 182 pages. Tables. Index. 

The authors, two of whom are barristers and the third a solicitor, have prepared a 
most useful guide both for those starting a career in the English legal profession 
and deciding which branch of it to follow and also for those who, having made 
their decision, have just qualified as barristers or solicitors. After chapters on qualifying 
for both branches, there are chapters on practising as a solicitor and, for barristers, 
on the system of chambers and etiquette for counsel. There follow chapters on the 
jurisdiction and procedure of the several courts and tribunals. A final chapter is 
on legal aid. (347) 


STEVENS’ ELEMENTS OF MERCANTILE LAW. rath edition by John 
Montgomerie. Butterworth, 17s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm, 808 pages, Tables. Index. 


A thoroughly revised edition of a standard textbook covering all aspects of English 
mercantile law. Since the last edition there has been an important statutory reform 
in the law of contract, amongst other legislation, and a number of important judicial 
decisions. The first three parts cover the main aspects of the law of contracts, Part I 
giving a general view, Part 2 covering agency, partnership and companies, and 
Part 3 dealing in twelve chapters with rules relating to the varied subject-matter of 
contracts. Part 4 and Part 5 deal with bankruptcy and arbitrations respectively, 
Part 6 is on the protection of commercial ideas and Part 7 on Stock Exchange 
transactions. (347°7) 


Public Administration 
THE PREFECTS AND PROVINCIAL FRANCE. Brian Chapman. 
Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 246 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In this book, the first full treatment of the subject in either English or French, the 
author discusses five particular aspects of prefectoral administration: the part played 
by the Prefectoral Corps in history, the present administrative background, and the 
particular functions of the chefs de cabinet, the Sub Prefects and the Prefects, respec- 
tively. The work is based on original research, and is an important contribution 
towards the understanding of provincial France, particularly for the student of 
political science. Mr. Chapman, who is Lecturer in Government in the University 
of Manchester, is the author of Introduction to French Local Government and other 
works. (352°044) 


YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT. A Sketch of the Municipal System in 
Canada. Donald C. Rowat. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $2-50. 1955. 21 cm. 
160 pages. Index. 

In the local government field, Professor Rowat’s book does for the layman what 

K. G. Crawford’s Canadian Municipal Government (1954) does for the student and 

the specialist. All the important aspects of local government are discussed directly 
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and briefly. Professor Rowat also questions various uses and practices of local 
government and suggests the need for reorganisation in several instances. He also 
urges the citizen’s responsibility to make sure that local governments do the things 
they should do in a modern era and do them well, regardless of their functions in 
the past. (352°071) 


Criminology 
THE POLICE AND CRIME-DETECTION TODAY. Reginald Morrish. 
2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 166 pages. 29 illus- 
trations. 4 diagrams. Index. (Pageant of Progress) 
This second edition brings up to date a work first published in 1940. The author 
emphasises the recent success of the use of scientific aids in the investigation of crime. 
The book is in two parts, Part I covering the routine work of the police detective 
in Britain, his powers, the registration of criminals, methods of tracing the wrong- 
doer, police reports and statements and giving evidence in courts. Part II deals with 
the ways in which science helps to detect such crimes as burglary, homicide, man- 
slaughter by motor vehicles and dangerous driving, arson, various types of fraud, 
forgery, libel, blackmail, etc. The author was formerly a Chief Inspector of the 
Metropolitan Police. (364-12) 


Education 


EDUCATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE IN TROPICAL AREAS. 
Margaret Read. Nelson, 8s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 140 pages. 
The nine articles and addresses reprinted here deal with applications of social anthro- 
pology to educational problems; they include discussions of health and nutrition, 
adult education, community development, and changing’ patterns of culture. The 
author, now Head of the Department of Education in Tropical Areas (University 
of London), has worked or travelled widely in some of the territories to which she 
refers, notably Africa and the West Indies. She also writes lucidly and with no 
apparent political bias; her views, especially on the reactions of colonial peoples 
to modern educational policies, therefore constitute a useful introduction to a 
subject of great current importance. (370-19) 


SCHOOLS, 1955. The most complete directory of the schools in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland arranged in order of their counties and towns; 
including statistical information regarding recognised Public Schools for 
boys and a supplementary list of schools on the Continent. 32nd edition. 
Truman & Knightley, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 822 pages. Illustrations. Indexes. 

Up-to-date information on the schools of the United Kingdom is given in this edition, 

which contains articles concerning various associations for parents and schools; a 

complete Directory of the schools of Great Britain and Ireland; a tabulated list of 

schools for boys which are recognised as Public Schools; notices concerning scholar- 
ships, bursaries and exhibitions available for boys and girls; and a section devoted to 
displayed announcements of many of the schools in the Directory, with indexes of 

these schools and their principals. (370-58) 


ON THE SCOPE AND NATURE OF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. 
Cardinal John Henry Newman. Introduction by Wilfrid Ward. Reprint. 
Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 280 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman’s Library) 

John Henry Newman (1801-90), who was appointed rector of the new Catholic 

University, Dublin, in 1854, delivered these eight lectures in 1852. He maintained that 
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such a university should teach all subjects, including theology. He explains what he 
understands by a liberal education and how the university can give it, what its effects 
are, and its relation to religion. Finally, the Church has its duties towards liberal 
knowledge and a specific function in theological teaching. The introduction is ex- 
tremely illuminating and there is included a lecture, “Christianity and Scientific 
Investigation’, not in the Dublin series but necessary in appreciating the further 
development of Newman’s educational ideals. Newman’s prose will always claim 
readers whether they agree with him or not. (378) 


Costume 
HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. C. Willett and Phillis Cunnington. Faber, 36s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
222 pages. Frontispiece in colour. Numerous illustrations in text by Barbara 
Phillipson and Phillis Cunnington. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. and Mrs. Cunnington are writing a history of English clothing which is unusually 
authoritative, useful and interesting. Their numerous earlier books include the middle 
ages and the sixteenth century. They have now dealt with the periods 1600-1650, 
1650-1700, in the same style, describing the dress of men and women of the upper 
classes, with hair-styles, hats, gloves, shoes and minor accessories. The book is based 
on extensive research and well documented, the plentiful drawings, which are 
detailed and clear, and the verbal descriptions being taken from contemporary 
sources which are stated. (391) 


Customs 
THE EASTER BOOK. Francis X. Weiser. Staples Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 
20 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations by Robert Frankenberg. Musical examples. Index. 
Easter, the most dramatic of the Christian festivals, has taken much of its symbolism 
from pre-Christian festivals which have celebrated, from time immemorial, the 
resurrection of the year. Though the author is concerned chiefly with the details and 
history of the Christian ceremonies which begin with Lent and come to a climax on 
Easter’Sunday, he considers also the pre-Christian elements. His chapters on “Pre-Lent 
and Carnival’ and ‘Easter Symbols and Foods’ give an interesting selection of Easter 
customs from all parts of the world. A useful little book, clear, judicious and 
unsentimental. (394:26) 


PURE SCIENCE 


SCIENCE AND ITS BACKGROUND. H. D. Anthony. 2nd edition. 
Macmillan, 20s. 1955. 20°5cm. 348 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. 
Tables. Index. 

Dr. Anthony’s history of science was first published in 1948 when it was recognised 

as a most useful outline for the general reader. His method is to deal broadly with 

the main developments of science against a background of the history of human 
affairs. Two new chapters have been added to this edition: one on the post-war 

utilisation of science and one on ‘Science for its own Sake’. (509) 


Mathematics 


MATHEMATICS FOR THE CHEMIST. Mathematical Analysis for 
Chemists, Physicists and Chemical Engineers. G. J. Kynch. Butterworth, 30s. 
1955. 22°§cm. 364 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


For many years, both theoretical and practical chemistry has required an increased 
understanding of the application of mathematical concepts for the interpretation of 


976 








modern theory and experimental results. In this volume the mathematical principles 
are explained briefly and many worked examples are given relating to chemical 
problems. The book will be very useful to students preparing for University Honours 
in chemistry and also to practising chemists for the solution of problems or for the 
correct assessment of the results of experimental work. The author is Professor 
of Applied Mathematics at the University College of Wales. (517) 


Astronomy 

THE HANDBOOK OF THE BRITISH ASTRONOMICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 1955. Prepared by the Computing Section. British 
Astronomical Association, $s. 1954. 24cm. 60 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
Paper covers. 

Among the objects of the British Astronomical Association are the circulation of 

current astronomical information and the encouragement of a popular interest in 

astronomy, and this Handbook is issued for the furtherance of this aim. Details of 

interesting events and predictions for the coming year are given, and tables and 

diagrams are included concerning the sun, the moon, and the planets and their 

satellites. There are tables of occultations for 1955, a meteor diary, details of periodic 

comets, and lists of astronomical and physical constants, and of miscellaneous data. 


(523-083) 


GUIDE TO THE PLANETS. Patrick Moore. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 215. 
1955. 22 cm. 222 pages. $5 illustrations (some in colour). 33 diagrams. 3 tables. 
Index. 

The author, a member of the British Astronomical Association, has for many years 

been an enthusiastic observer of the planets. His book is intended primarily as a guide 

for those engaged upon actual telescopic observation of the planets, particularly the 

many amateur astronomers, who, even in this age of giant telescopes, can still do a 

great deal of useful research. Our present knowledge of the planets is summarised in 

prose which is a model of clarity, and, on the few occasions on which the author has 
allowed himself to speculate, the demarcation line between fact and fancy is clearly 
drawn. The book is well illustrated and the would-be astronomer will find the 
appendices of considerable interest, as they contain full instructions on how to set 
about planetary observation. (523-4) 


Physics 

VARIATIONAL PRINCIPLES IN DYNAMICS AND QUANTUM 
THEORY. Wolfgang Yourgrau and Stanley Mandelstam. Pitman, 25s. 
1955. 22°§ cm. 164 pages. 9 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A methodical investigation into the scope and nature of the principle of least action. 

The development of this principle by Fermat, Maupertuis, Euler, Lagrange, Hamilton 

and Jacobi is discussed and in particular the considerations leading to the modern 

quantum theory. The book is a useful contribution to the subject, and is intended for 

advanced students of physics. (530°1) 


INTRODUCTION TO ATOMIC AND NUCLEAR PHYSICS. 
Henry Semat. 3rd edition, revised and enlarged. Chapman & Hiall, sos. 1955. 
24 cm. $74 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A very clearly written text-book, which covers both the theoretical and practical 

aspects of the subject, without the use of advanced mathematics. It contains a large 
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number of illustrations and problems (with answers), and should be very useful to 
anyone wishing to acquaint himself with the subject. In this edition the material has 
been brought up to date and many topics have been given more extensive treatment. 
(539°7) 
Chemistry 
ELECTROLYTE SOLUTIONS. The Measurement and Interpretation of 
Conductance, Chemical Potential and Diffusion in Solutions of Simple 
Electrolytes. R. A. Robinson and R. H. Stokes. Butterworth, 56s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
$26 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The thoroughly modern treatment of the subject matter in this advanced textbook 
on the physical chemistry of electrolyte solutions is authoritative, critical and attractive. 
As collaborators and separately, Professor Robinson, now in the University of 
Malaya, and Doctor Stokes, a Senior Lecturer in the University of Western Australia, 
have for some years made numerous important contributions to this subject. The 
book is addressed to academic and industrial research workers and should be specially 
helpful to lecturers: experimental methods are fully and critically discussed, theoretical 
aspects are dealt with thoroughly and many experimental data are presented in both 
text and appendices. Numerous references are attached to each chapter in this valuable 
and well-produced textbook. (541-372) 


THE ANALYSIS OF DRUGS AND CHEMICALS. and edition by 
Norman Evers and Wilfred Smith. Griffin, 60s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 558 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 

The Analysis of Drugs and Chemicals by Norman Evers and G. D. Elsdon, known 

for many years as a standard textbook, has now been entirely rewritten by Norman 

Evers and Wilfred Smith. The book contains chapters on general chemical and 

physical methods of analysis in use in this field and specialised sections on inorganic 

and organic chemicals, crude drugs, naturally-occurring compounds and their 

derivatives, fixed and volatile oils, and pharmaceutical preparations. There is also a 

useful chapter on “The Use of Statistics in Chemical Analysis’. The book has been 

carefully produced and should be included in the library of all concerned with this 
branch Of analysis. (543°4) 


APPLIED MASS SPECTROMETRY. Report of a Conference organised 
by the Mass Spectrometry Panel of the Institute of Petroleum and held in 
London, 29-31 October, 1953. Institute of Petroleum, sos. 1955. 22 cm. 342 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A collection of the papers presented at the second Conference on Applied Mass 

Spectrometry. Once a narrowly specialist research tool, the mass spectrometer is 

becoming a routine analytical instrument of wide utility. Although this symposium 

would not serve as a first introduction to the subject, the general papers in it are well 
worth attention by the non-specialist, and it does, as a whole, offer a better indication 
of the rapidly developing state of the subject than would a review by any one hand. 

There is a 2nd Supplement to the Institute’s bibliography on Mass Spectrometry, 

and a good name index, but no subject index. (545-8) 


ACETYLENIC COMPOUNDS IN ORGANIC SYNTHESIS. 
R. A. Raphael. Butterworth, 30s. 1955. 22°$ cm. 232 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Since the war, the chemistry of acetylene and its derivatives has become of increasing 

academic and industrial importance. The present work, by the Professor of Organic 
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Chemistry in the Queen’s University of Belfast, is therefore timely in presenting an 
excellent, up-to-date and fully documented review which can be recommended to 
students, research workers and industrial chemists interested in this field. Subjects 
covered include the preparation and general properties of acetylenes, followed by 
more detailed consideration of the synthesis of aliphatic, carbocyclic and heterocyclic 
compounds and the synthesis of conjugated systems. A final chapter reviews the 
practical techniques used in acetylenic synthesis. In a future edition it would be 
interesting to learn which of the chemicals and/or syntheses are used in large scale 


practice. (547-2) 


Geology 


A DICTIONARY OF GEOLOGY. Godfrey W. Himus. Penguin Books, 
2s. 1955. 18cm. 160 pages. 18 photographs. Illustrations in text. Paper covers. 
(Pelican Books) . 

The purpose of this dictionary is to interpret the ‘special language’ of geology to the 

general reader. Whether all the definitions will be readily comprehensible to him is a 

little doubtful, but used in conjunction with a general introduction to the subject it 

will be helpful. It is strong on local names for rocks and names of beds based on 
localities. The selection of entries is comprehensive, although there are one or two 
omissions. (s50°3) 


THE MOVING WATERS. John Stewart Collis. Hart-Davis, 15s. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 246 pages. 5 drawings by Nicholas Egon. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Collis first describes what is technically known as the hydrographic cycle, that is, 
the progress of water as vapour and liquid from the ocean through the atmosphere 
to the land surface and back to the ocean again. In the course of this exposition, he 
considers its influence on the evolution of surface relief, and examines numerous 
points which the orthodox scientist often passes over. He then considers the various 
attitudes of man to this vital element through history, and the ways in which water 
supplies have been used and misused. The concluding chapters perhaps range rather 
widely. Though it sometimes oversimplifies or misplaces the emphasis, the book 
is a very readable introduction. (551-35) 


Meteorology 


FRONTIER TO SPACE. Eric Burgess. Chapman & Hall, 21s. 1955. 
22cm. 190 pages. Numerous photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A necessary preliminary to the conquest of space is the possession of accurate informa- 

tion about the conditions in the upper atmosphere. This book describes the ways in 

which this information is obtained, through the use of high-altitude sounding rockets 
carrying suitably designed instruments and telemetering equipment. Using material 
collected from many technical papers and reports, the author gives a complete 
account of the various fields of investigation, the methods and techniques used and 
the results obtained. A list of references to original sources is given at the end of 
each chapter and a short list of books for further reading is appended. The book 
should be of considerable interest to the serious student and to the intelligent layman. 
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Prehistoric Archaeology 


DOWN TO EARTH. A Practical Guide to Archaeology. Robin Place. 

Rockliff, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 180 pages. 91 illustrations. Endpaper time chart. Index. 
A modest handbook to British prehistory and archaeology based on a series of 
lectures delivered by Miss Place at the City Literary Institute in London. The opening 
chapters give a picture of the living conditions of prehistoric man from the 
Palacolithic to the Celtic Iron Age, ending with a brief, and not altogether successful, 
“Summary of British Prehistory’. The second part of the book describes modern 
excavation techniques taken period by period from actual examples; it also deals 
with methods of dating, ingeniously related to a chronological order. Down to Earth 
contains a few minor slips but is up to date and excellently illustrated. (571) 


Biology 


THE INEXHAUSTIBLE SEA. Hawthorne Daniel and Francis Minot. 
Macdonald, 16s. 1955. 22cm. 240 pages. 26 photographs. 
The authors, two American scientists, point out that the pressure of popluation on 
existing food and mineral supplies is likely to become more acute. The aim of their 
clearly written and informative book is to suggest how this could be remedied by 
planned use and development of the resources of the sea, and to outline what we know 
of the oceans and the nature of their products. They anticipate that within a short 
time areas of the sea will be fenced off and fertilized, and that eventually cultivation 
will take place under completely controlled conditions. The text deserves to have had 
at least a short reading list and an index. (574°5263) 


ACTIONS OF RADIATIONS ON LIVING CELLS. D. E. Lea. 
and edition. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 430 pages. 3 illustrations. 
61 diagrams. 86 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The original (1946) text of this standard work reappears edited by Dr. L. H. Gray, 

with the revisions and additions which Dr. Lea had prepared before his death assembled 

in Appendix 2 and conveniently linked with the text. After a clear exposition of 
physical properties and dosimetry of radiations, Dr. Lea discusses their chemical 
effects and the possible mechanisms of biological action. He then devotes a chapter 
to the target theory. There follows the main theme, the inactivation of viruses by 
radiations and the effects of radiation on genes and chromosomes, each chapter 
introduced by a discussion of the properties of the organisms and techniques used in 
handling them. Finally Dr. Lea bases an analysis of the lethal actions of radiations on 
his foregoing work. (574°8) 


THE NITROGEN METABOLISM OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. 
B. A. Fry. Methuen, 9s.6d. 1955. 17 cm. 176 pages. 3 illustrations. 14 diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index (Methuen’s Monographs on Biochemical Subjects) 

This monograph is based on a series of post-graduate lectures given by the author 

at Sheffield University where he is Lecturer in Microbiology and will be of value to 

advanced students and research workers who require a brief yet concise introduction 
to this complex subject. Topics covered include amino acid synthesis, nitrogen 
fixation, peptides and proteins, nucleotides and nucleic acids and the mode of action 
of chemotherapeutic agents. The work is well documented with references to the 
original literature which will be of great assistance to students wishing to read any 
aspect in greater detail. The illustrations are very clear and fully serve their purpose. 
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Botany 
ORIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE BRITISH FLORA. 
J. R. Matthews. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 174 pages. 6 maps. 6 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library) 
Professor Matthews treats his subject in two parts. First he describes in some detail 
the changes in the British flora from the pliocene through the glaciations of the 
pleistocene to recent times as reconstructed by modern research into fossil remains 
and into deposits containing pollen. Against this historical background he then 
analyses the present British flowering plants into their component groups according 
to their geographical origin. His summary will be particularly interesting to biologists 
concerned with the faunal history of these periods and it will be useful to students 
in the early part of their university courses. ‘Straight’ botanists, amateur and 
professional, will find much to ponder over. (581-52) 


A HANDBOOK OF BRITISH FLOWERING PLANTS. Edited by 
A. Melderis and E. B. Bangerter. Ward, Lock, 63s. 1955. 22 cm. 360 pages. 24 plates 
in colour. 220 drawings in text. Glossary. Index. 

Both editors are professional botanists. Their book is exhaustive and bears evidence 

of having been prepared with meticulous care. To the detailed descriptions, compiled 

in conformity with the arrangement of The Flora of the British Isles by Clapham, 

Tutin and Warburg (1952) and giving common as well as botanical names, there is 

frequently added concise information on utilitarian and other characteristics. The 

colour plates and the drawings are in general admirable. The glossary of fully- 
explained technical terms and the recognition key and diagrams are well designed to 
assist the amateur in identifying specimens, and the book is of a size to be carried 

without difficulty on the exploratory excursions of the field-worker. (581-942) 


WILD FLOWERS OF AUSTRALIA. Thistle Y. Harris. 3rd edition. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 35s. 1954. 25°5 cm. 224 pages. 
67 colour plates by Adam Forster. Bibliography. Index. 

First published in 1938, this book has proved its value both to the amateur and the 

professional botanist. Part 1 consists of colour plates with a non-technical description 

of each plant, and Part 2 contains technical descriptions with botanical keys. Wherever 
possible common names have been used, and the season of flowering, locality and 
distribution are given in all cases. The selection of wildflowers has been made to 
include the commonest of wildflowers of all states, only the genus Eucalyptus being 
omitted as a subject too wide for the scope of this book. (581-994) 


Zoology 


BIRD RECOGNITION. III. Rails, Game-birds and larger Perching and 
Singing Birds. James Fisher. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18cm. 160 pages. 
68 illustrations by Fish-Hawk. 71 maps compiled by W. B. Alexander. 61 charts 
compiled by the author. Index. (Pelican Books) 

This third volume of a series of four, begun in 1947, deals with pigeons, rails, game- 

birds, near-passerines and the first eight families of passerines. As before, most species 

have two pages, one of text covering recognition characters, breeding habits, distribu- 
tion and movements; the other page has a wash drawing, a distribution map and 

a chart showing the yearly cycle. The text incorporates most recent information 

and a note at the end of each species gives particularly comprehensive or interesting 
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references. There is also a key to facilitate identification and the main habitats are 
indicated in a text figure. A worthy successor to the previous volumes. (598-2) 


BIRDS OF THE SUDAN: Their Identification and Distribution. 
Francis O. Cave and James D. Macdonald. Oliver & Boyd, 45s. 1955. 23 cm. 
472 pages. 12 plates of drawings in colour and over 300 drawings in text by 
D. M. Reid Henry. 24 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 

This book has sprung from the fruitful co-operation of Francis Cave, whose hobby 

is the study of birds in the field, with James Macdonald, who is in charge of the Bird 

Room at the British Museum. It fills a serious gap, for the territory considered is the 

meeting place of many African habitats and previous literature was widely dispersed. 

The maps, photographs and descriptions of habitats are most useful adjuncts, and 

the main part of the book, consisting of keys to identification, descriptions and ranges, 

is succinctly set out to cover an avifauna of nearly 900 species. The colour plates 

showing over 100 species are beautifully executed and reproduced. (598-29624) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS and the Registration of Industrial 
Designs. T. A. Blanco White. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 63s. 1955. 25 cm. 
$94 pages. Tables. Index. 

Since the first edition in 1950, there has been a considerable development of the 

English law of patents following the Patents Act and the Registered Designs Act, in 

1949. In this edition, 160 additional cases have been incorporated, Patents Rules, etc., 

have been included and the book in general has been considerably amplified. After 

a general chapter on the English patent system, the author deals with the patent 

specification, infringement, validity, Patent Office procedure, the extension and 

amendment of a patent, the registration of industrial designs and the assignment 
and devolution of patents and designs. Finally there are chapters on the Government 
use of inventions and designs and on legal proceedings. The extensive appendices 

include the texts of Acts and Rules. The author is a barrister-at-law. (608) 


Medical Sciences 
AN ATLAS OF DENTAL HISTOLOGY. F. B. Manley, E. B. Brain, 
and E. A. Marsland, 2nd edition, revised. Blackvell (Oxford), 21s. 1955. 25 cm. 
100 pages. 172 illustrations. 
The authors are responsible for the teaching of dental pathology and histology in 
Birmingham University Dental School. Although they have introduced some text 
to this edition, they are careful to insist that their atlas is still designed only to supple- 
ment the study of standard textbooks and as a vade-mecum to practical work in the 
laboratory. The illustrations reach a very high standard; this is specially true of the 
black and white photomicrographs, now of a greater magnification and more 
numerous, and for the most part representing structures seen microscopically by the 
student. The authors add a section on amelogenesis and also a new paraffin method 
to the histological techniques described here and in use at Birmingham. (611) 


REFLECTIONS ON RENAL FUNCTION. James R. Robinson. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 17s.6d. 1954. 22°5cm. 168 pages. 2 diagrams. 3 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The Assistant Director of Research, Department of Experimental Medicine, 

Cambridge University, has adapted the lectures which he gives to students reading 


982 





—_—_ Foe ee ee eee 


_ 


es 


bl 





physiology for Part 2 of the Natural Sciences Tripos, to produce this attractive small 
volume on the physiology of the kidney. In it he seeks to provide a concise study 
of the working of the kidneys and their adaptation to changing bodily needs, a study 
which can take an intermediate place between the description of the kidney in the 
standard textbook of physiology and the comprehensive treatise. While necessarily 
he concentrates on fundamentals, Dr. Robinson discusses problems still unsolved 
and the controversies springing from them. (612-4) 


A THERAPEUTIC INDEX. A Guide for Housemen and Practitioners. 
C. M. Miller and B. K. Ellenbogen. Balliére, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 
3 diagrams. Tables. 


A Consultant Physician and a Senior Medical Registrar in two Liverpool hospitals 
are jointly responsible for this practical guide to treatment of the commoner medical 
conditions, and of those surgical and skin conditions which frequently present 
themselves in the hospital casualty department. The information is clearly but briefly 
presented, includes useful notes on care and gives preparations for the most part 
listed in the National Formulary, 1953. Occasions when specialist advice should be 
sought are indicated. When proprietary drugs are recommended, manufacturers’ 
names are given. Besides the therapeutic index, there are notes on practical procedures, 
urine examinations, dicts, normal values, approximate equivalents and conversion 
factors. (615) 


MODERN TREATMENT YEARBOOK, 1955. A_ Yearbook of 
Diagnosis and Treatment for the General Practitioner. Edited by Sir Cecil 
Wakeley. 21st edition. Bailliére for the Medical Press, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
352 pages. 45 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This yearbook consists of straightforward articles by specialists on topics of current 

interest to practitioners, for whom they are specially designed. To facilitate further 

reading a short list of important recent papers is appended to each article. In this 
edition there are thirty-six contributions, nine of which deal with the uses of anti- 
biotics and the emergence of resistant strains of bacteria. Other subjects include the 
new insulins, intractable pain, Bornholm disease, supervoltage therapy in the treatment 
of cancer, blood vessel grafting, industrial rehabilitation, ‘growing pains’, and 


>? 


prolonged labour. (616-05) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL LABORATORY 
TECHNOLOGY. F. ps Baker, R. E. Silverton, Eveline D. Luckcock. 
Butterworth, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 342 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 108 illustrations 
in text. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

The authors, who are technicians at the Brompton Hospital, London, base this text- 

book for the Intermediate Examination of the Institute of Medical Laboratory 

Technology on their own experience of training juniors in the hospital 

laboratories. They elucidate general principles in very simple terms, describe in detail 

laboratory equipment and give exact instructions for tests of urine and cerebrospinal 
fluids, and for histological, bacteriological and haematological techniques. Others 
besides technicians will find much useful information throughout the text and 
collected in summary form in the appendices. The type and format are well chosen to 
facilitate study and the illustrations are workmanlike. (616-07) 
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A TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE FOR NURSES. E. Noble Chamberlain. 
6th edition. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1954. 22-5 cm. 504 pages. 81 illustrations 
(9 in colour). Tables. Glossary. Index. 

In this attractive and comprchensive volume, the Senior Lecturer in Medicine, 

Liverpool University, has specially in mind the needs of sister tutors and of nurses 

studying for higher qualifications. After a general introduction, Dr. Chamberlain 

first elucidates bacteriology and infectious diseases, then nutritional and metabolic 
disorders. He proceeds to discuss systematic disease, introducing each section with an 
account of the physiology of the system, and finally concludes with chapters on 
dietetics, therapeutics with dosages, and poisoning. Throughout the text, Dr. 

Chamberlain gives adequate theory for an understanding of nursing care and treat- 

ment, with which aspects he deals most fully. Much useful information, including 

common techniques, is given in appendices. (616-07) 


NEUROLOGY. S. A. Kinnier Wilson. 2nd edition, edited by A. Ninian Bruce. 
3 vols. Butterworth, 210s. 1954 (Vols. 1 and 2): 1955 (Vol. 3). 26 cm. 748:682:818 
pages. Illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The revision of ‘Kinnier Wilson’, the standard British reference work of neurology, 

is achieved by Dr. Ninian Bruce in such a way that the style retains the author’s 

personal stamp and yet the many advances since 1940 are meticulously incorporated. 

The extensive bibliographies alone must have been a heavy task. Progress in all fields 

is reflected throughout the text and specially is this so in diagnosis and treatment, 

where developments have been most marked. Sir Russell Brain, who contributes a 

foreword, is responsible for a comprehensive chapter on aphasia, apraxia and agnosia 

and Dr. Nevin for the revision of that on neurosyphilis. A brief review can only 

draw attention to the value of this great work. (616-8) 


NURSING AND TREATMENT OF ACUTE ANTERIOR 
POLIOMYELITIS. Gladys M. Hardy. Faber, 5s. 1954. 19°5 cm. 64 pages. 
6 illustrations. 
In the United Kingdom, as in other countries, special centres are designated to provide 
skilled nursing care for the treatment of acute and/or orthopaedic cases of infantile 
paralysis. At the Western Hospital, London, of which Miss Hardy is Matron, there 
is a unit for acute cases and on this experience she bases her valuable small book for 
nurses. In an introductory chapter she gives elementary facts regarding the disease, 
then sets out very clearly nursing treatment of each main type, including the methods 
used in the recent Danish epidemic. There are descriptions and drawings of various 
types of respirator. (616-9) 


PHYSIOTHERAPY IN SOME SURGICAL CONDITIONS. 
Joan E. Cash. Faber, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 350 pages. 41 photographs. 24 illustrations 
in text. Bibliography. Index. 

Emanating from the United Birmingham Hospitals and complementary to Miss 

Cash’s Textbook of Medical Conditions for Physiotherapists, this textbook will be adopted 

as an essential work by schools of physiotherapy and will also prove useful for reference 

purposes to the practising physiotherapist. Miss Cash discusses by regions the 
prevention and treatment of complications in new and well established surgical 
techniques, and applies the principles of physiotherapy to each surgical condition, 
basing these principles upon the anatomy of the part and its mechanism, which she 
describes in detail. She also explains in simple terms each surgical procedure. Fractures, 
burns, and local infections are included in this reliable and attractive volume. (617) 
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ESSENTIALS OF ORTHOPAEDICS. Philip Wiles. 2nd edition. Churchill, 
$58. 1955. 25°5 cm. $54 pages. 7 colour plates. 393 text figures. Index. 
Although Mr. Wiles has extensively revised the text and added to this edition much 
up-to-date and important material, including some new illustrations, his thorough 
and carefully produced work remains unaltered in its objects and scope. It is intended 
for undergraduates, surgical students beginning their postgraduate course, and 
practitioners. Thus the authdr stresses the physiological and pathological bases of 
diagnosis and treatment and gives details of treatment which can be applied by the 
practitioner. In cases which the practitioner will refer to the orthopaedic surgeon, 
he discusses possible methods and functional results, and in broad terms describes 
operative techniques, omitting those which are highly specialised. The arrangement 
is for the most part regional, chapter one again being devoted to an elucidation of 
postural defects. (617°3) 


AMPUTATIONS. Leon Gillis. Heinemann, 84s. 1954. 255 cm. 436 pages. 
345 illustrations (3 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
During the two world wars, Queen Mary’s Hospital, Rochamptom, and its Limb 
Fitting Centre developed an integrated surgical and rehabilitation service, whose 
practice Mr. Gillis as Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon now presents in this com- 
prehensive reference book for surgeon and technician. He considers in detail indications 
for amputation, amputation procedures and limb fitting techniques, devoting special 
attention to such problems as the hand and fingers, and gangrene and vascular diseases. 
Particularly salad are his studies of developmental abnormalities, and the management 
of short limbs and amputations in children, painful stumps and phantom limbs. In the 
chapters which follow on plastic surgery, bacteriology, pathology, radiography and 
anaesthesia, Mr. Gillis has had the advice of specialists. The volume is usefully 
illustrated and excellently documented. (617°9) 


MIDWIFERY. A Textbook for Pupil Midwives. Aleck Bourne and Mary 
Williams. Churchill, 20s. 1955. 21 cm. 392 pages. 8 plates. 104 figures in text. 
Index. 

The authors, Consulting Obstetric Surgeon and Matron of Queen Charlotte’s 

Maternity Hospital, London, a training hospital for midwives, aim at presenting 

a judicious proportion of medical and nursing details in their textbook, which super- 

sedes an earlier Midwifery for Nurses. The subject, which is admirably illustrated and 

presented, with a stress upon physiology and pathology, is extended to include a 

chapter on common disorders of the newborn, and others of professional interest on 

the rules of the Central Midwives Board, the history of midwifery and the midwife 

in the National Health Service. (618) 


ANTENATAL AND POSTNATAL CARE. 8th edition by Francis J. 
Browne and J. C. McClure Browne. Churchill, 37s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 680 pages. 
15 plates. 77 figures. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a fully documented, comprehensive reference book, by the Emeritus Professor 

and the Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology respectively in the University of 

London, on the management of normal and abnormal pregnancy and labour, and on 

maternal postnatal care. After an opening chapter on the history of antenatal care, 

they discuss with much practical detail every aspect from early diagnosis, the examina- 
tion of the patient, diet and hygiene, through the whole range of abnormalities and 
diseases, including infectious fevers and venereal disease occurring during pregnancy. 

In this eighth edition, which has been most carefully revised, Dr. Grantly Dick Read 
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and Professor Chassar Moir are again respectively responsible for the chapters on 
the influence of the emotions and the uses of radiology. (618) 


Engineering: Electrical 
WIRELESS AND ELECTRICAL TRADER YEAR BOOK, 1955. 
Radio, Television and Electrical Appliances. 26th edition. Trader Publishing Co., 
12s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 304 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
One of the principal aims of this valuable reference book is to assist traders to keep 
abreast of the constant changes in the names, addresses, telephone numbers and 
products of the firms engaged in the radio and electrical industries of Britain. Features 
of the revised 1955 edition include condensed specifications of nearly 300 current 
commercial television receivers and information on valve and cathode ray tube 
base connections, with over 300 valve base diagrams. The list of the LF. values of 
commercial radio receivers which have been marketed during the past seven years 
has been revised and extended. Other data includes specifications of current radio 
receivers covering over 250 models, directories of principal trade organisations, 
wholesalers, and proprietary names, and a classified buyers’ guide. (621-3058) 


—— Mechanical 
GAS TURBINE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE. Consulting Editor: 
Sir Harold Roxbee Cox. Newnes, 90s. 1955. 22cm. 960 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The gas turbine is being used as a power generator in an increasing number of engin- 
eering fields and this book attempts to cover the basic thermodynamic principles 
which are common to operation in all fields, as well as the special problems 
encountered in the various applications. Each of the twenty-eight sections of the book 
has been written by an expert in the particular subject covered, and it is claimed 
that ‘no major problem of the gas turbine has been omitted’. The book should be of 
value to the experienced engineer who wishes to extend his knowledge of the latest 
branch of prime mover design, to the third year and post-graduate student, and to 
the potential user who wishes to judge for himself the value of the gas turbine in 
his own sphere of operation. (621-43) 


THE TESTING OF HIGH SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION 
ENGINES. With Special Reference to Automobile and Aircraft Types 
including Gas Turbines. Arthur W. Judge. 4th edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 
758. 1955. 23cm. $10 pages. 398 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Index. 

Such is the rate of development of internal-combustion engines that this book has 

to be revised—and inevitably enlarged—at intervals of about ten years (the last 

edition was published in 1943). It is the most comprehensive work on the subject, 
and deals particularly with the testing of automobile and aircraft engines, including 
gas turbines. Both British and American test codes are considered. In this edition 
there has been substantial revision both in text and illustrations. New measuring 
instruments and techniques have been described and the section on brake horse-power 

tests completely re-written. (621-43) 

—— Mining 

THE PEAKS OF LYELL. Geoffrey Blainey. Melbourne University Press 
(Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 30s. 1954. 23 cm. 
320 pages. 14 illustrations. 4 portraits. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The history of the Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Company on the western coast of 

Tasmania encompasses both the development of the largest copper mine and copper 
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smelting works in Australia, and also the social and industrial history of the districr. 
Established in rugged and virgin country in 1892, the Company built railways and 
towns and harnessed water to generate electricity. Its network of mines dominated 
the landscape and the vicissitudes of boom and depression experienced by the 
Company were reflected in the lives of the people in the area. The Company itself, 
in association with Melbourne University, arranged for this valuable account to be 
written. (622-34) 


—— Naval 


A HANDBOOK OF SAILING BARGES. Evolution and Details of Hull 
and Rigging. F. S. Cooper. Adlard Coles in association with Harrap, 12s.6d. 
1955. Obl. 19 cm. 112 pages. Numerous illustrations by John Chancellor. Tables. 
Index. (Ship Series) 

Mr. Cooper’s text and Mr. Chancellor’s drawings together provide an excellent 

introduction to the history and the method of construction of the sailing 

barges of the Thames and Medway, which, once so common on the lower reaches of 
the Thames, are fast becoming extinct. Theirs is a practical book, in which the details 
of the standing and running rigging used in these commercial craft are particularly 
clear and valuable. Clumsy as these barges may appear at first sight, they are perfectly 
equipped for work in shallow waters, and they have stood the test of time. (623-822) 


—— Structural 


STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS. The Solution of Statically Indeterminate 
Structures. W. Fisher Cassie. 2nd edition. Longmans, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
280 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 

This book has several features that commend it to students; it covers all the principal 

methods for the solution of statically indeterminate structures; it demonstrates each 

by worked examples chosen so that they cover most types of problem met in practice; 

and it has a pictorial index that allows ready identification of an example having a 

desired combination of characteristics. A basic knowledge of statics is assumed, and 

the author stresses the necessity for the student to work out the examples and suggests 
alternative methods of solution. A short chapter on analysis by means of models has 
been added to this edition. (624°171) 


STEEL DESIGNERS’ MANUAL. Charles S. Gray, Lewis E. Kent, 
W. A. Mitchell and G. Bernard Godfrey. Prepared for the British Steel Producers’ 
Conference in conjunction with the British Iron and Steel Federation. Crosby, 
Lockwood, 50s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 918 pages. $32 diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This volume supplies data on the design of steel-framed buildings, and includes 

sections dealing with the theory, design and deflection of beams; forces and deflections 

in framed structures; methods of structural analysis and the theory and deflection of 
rigid frames. In addition there are sections dealing with the details of practical design. 

Sponsored by British steelmaking organisations, the manual has four main authors 

all qualified in this field, but acknowledgment is made to other experts who have 

contributed certain sections. This is not a textbook, but a reference work to which the 
designer will turn as the need arises. Time will prove its worth, but it would appear 
to be a very comprehensive compilation of information. (624°177) 
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Aeronautics 


THE JET AIRCRAFT OF THE WORLD. William Green and 
Roy Cross. Macdonald, 30s. 1955. 29cm. 176 pages. Numerous photographs. 
Drawings by Norman Blackburn and Ian Huntley. Tables. Index. 

This is a very appropriate time for the publication of such a book when military 

and civil aviation have already changed or are turning over from piston engined to 

jet powered aircraft. The text is amply illustrated by photographs and a large number 
of excellent drawings. The authors explain simply the principles of the various types 
of jet propulsion: the gas turbine, the rocket engine, the pulse jet and the ram jet. 

(629-14353) 


Agriculture Rural Life 


THE ENGLISH COUNTRYMAN. His Life and Work, A.D. 1500-1900. 
G. E. and K. R. Fussell. Melrose, 30s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 172 pages. 76 illustrations. 
Headpiece decorations by Jeffery Matthews. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a worthy successor to the authors’ two previous works on the Tudor-Victorian 

period: The Farmer’s Tools and The English Countrywoman. G. E. Fussell has made a 

life study of social history in the English countryside—he initiated the formation of 

the British Agricultural History Society—and few people can have a better knowledge 
of the subject. The English Countryman is written in a lively and readable style, and 
although concerned mainly with farming in one way or another, covers most other 
aspects of rural life as well, including folklore, religion, housing, food and clothes, 
sports and pastimes, etc. An interesting collection of old prints and engravings illustrates 
the text. (630-942) 


TILLAGE IMPLEMENTS. G. C. Mouat and F. Coleman. Temple Press, 
in association with ‘Farm Mechanization’, 21s. 1955. 22°5cm. 182 pages. 
81 illustrations. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

A comprehensive work on the construction and application of implements for the 

soil, nearly half of which deals with plough and ploughing. The adjustment and 

method of working of all implements is clearly explained, with the aid of many 
hotographs and diagrams. The authors are well qualified, and have produced a 
book of great value to students and field workers. (631-3) 


IRRIGATED SOILS: Their Fertility and Management. D. W. Thorne 
and H. B. Peterson. 2nd edition. Constable, 45s. 1955. 24cm. 404 pages. 
78 illustrations. 64 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. 

It is perhaps not generally realised that more than half the world’s population is now 

dependent on food produced from irrigated soils, and, of course, the subject of 

irrigation must become increasingly important as the semi-arid and arid lands which 
comprise more than half the earth’s surface are brought into cultivation to help feed 
an ever-increasing world population. The reappearance of this book—by two 

American Professors of Agronomy—is particularly welcome at the present time, and 

it should serve as a standard text-book on the subject for many years to come. The 

present edition has been completely revised in the light of modern research, and now 
deals fully with both fundamental principles and the application of these principles 

in field practice, making it a work of world-wide importance. (631-7) 
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COCOA. D. H. Urquhart. Longmans, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 250 pages. 107 illustrations 
(10 in colour). 19 maps and diagrams in text. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The author, who is a former Director of Agriculture in the Gold Coast, has 

been assisted by several other leading authorities on tropical agriculture in the 

preparation of this, perhaps the most comprehensive work yet published on cocoa 
production. It is intended primarily as a reference book for cocoa planters but will 
be equally valuable in any institution concerned with the teaching of tropical 
agriculture, for it covers every aspect of the subject in fine detail, making special 
reference to variations in practice in the different cocoa growing areas of the world. 

There has been a considerable amount of research work done on cocoa growing 

problems in recent years and due reference is made to various important findings. 

The text is supported by an excellent range of photographs. (633-7) 


Gardening 
SOIL BLOCK GARDENING. J. L. H. Chase and A. J. Pouncy. Faber, 
I§s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 140 pages. 32 photographs. Index. 

One of the most revolutionary developments in plant-raising since the war has been 
the use of compressed compost blocks in place of the old clay pots. In this highly 
interesting book, the pioneer of cloche-gardening in England and the biggest British 
user of soil blocks on a commercial scale outline the principles of this highly successful 
technique and show that, given the right compost, healthy plants of all kinds can be 
raised in this way. (635) 


ALL ABOUT GARDENING. J. Coutts. Revised and edited by G. H. Preston. 
Ward, Lock, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 382 pages. Numerous photographs (10 in colour). 
49 illustrations in text. Tables. Index. 

The editor, who is Assistant Curator of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, has 

thoroughly revised and brought up to date this book, originally written by a former 

Curator at Kew. It is comprehensive enough to justify its title, is packed with well- 

arranged facts, and clearly explains the latest methods as well as the unchanging basic 

principles of successful cultivation, both in the open and under glass. The illustrations 
are well chosen aids to understanding the text. An alphabetical list of flowering 
plants, ornamental and flowering trees and shrubs, with descriptions and details of 
culture, extends to nearly a hundred pages, and the index gives popular as well as 
botanical names, all of which are cross-indexed; these are valuable aids to. easy 
reference. (635) 


Domestic Animals 
DOGS, CATS AND PEOPLE. A Vet’s Eye View. Norman Comben. 
Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 246 pages. 14 photographs. 

Mr. Comben approaches his job as a veterinary surgeon in London with unlimited 
zest for his patients’ health and a sardonic eye for the peculiarities of their owners. 
Although his narrative rambles from an account of his experiences after first setting 
up his surgery through case histories of some of his more interesting treatments to 
simple question and answer about how to keep pets, his somewhat uproarious 
enthusiasm carries the reader easily over the inequalities of the course. It is certainly 
a book that all owners of pets should read and learn from, but it will also appeal 
to many who have never had a cat or dog in their house. (636) 
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Dairy Industry 


A DICTIONARY OF DAIRYING. J. G. Davis. 2nd edition, revised 
and enlarged. Leonard Hill, 65s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 1,160 pages. Numerous photographs. 
Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. 

Dr. Davies’s work has now been enlarged by the addition of several articles by leading 

authorities on topics which were not dealt with fully in the 1950 edition; a considerable 

number of significant changes in dairy technology in recent years have been included, 
and all references have been brought up to date. This is a vast work which covers 
every possible aspect of the dairying industry, and although designed primarily for 
use in Great Britain and the Commonwealth its contents are of world-wide 
significance. There can be no better reference book available for dairying students, 
factory managers, laboratory technicians, dairy engineers and others concerned with 
milk and its products. (637-03) 


Fishing Industries: Whaling 
THE PATH THROUGH PENGUIN CITY. Harry R. Lillic. Benn, 
258. 1955. 22cm. 316 pages. 76 photographs. Drawings in text. Index. 

Dr. Lillie is a crusader. His cause is that of making man more merciful to the animals 
he kills for food and gain. The earlier part of his book recounts his war and post-war 
adventures all over the world, but the greater part is a record of experience as doctor 
to a post-war Antarctic’ whaling expedition. So horrified was he at the pain inflicted 
on the whale by the explosive harpoon that he began a campaign, now—as he 
describes—increasingly successful, advocating the use of an electric harpoon, which 
causes a less protracted and dreadful death. His book is unnecessarily discursive at 
times, but his vigour and humanity are admirable. (639-2) 


Domestic Economy 


HOUSEHOLD KNOWLEDGE. Experts in the Home. Jane Gordon. 

Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Roger Tamman. Index. 
Experts in many specialised fields—including Constance Spry on floral decoration, 
the head valet at the Ritz Hotel, the Crown Jewellers, a professional housekeeper 
and children’s nannie, housemaids and a butler—have contributed from their wealth 
of experience sensible and essentially practical advice on subjects ranging from 
turning out rooms (the routine for each is described in detail), the selection and care 
of silver, glass, linen, carpets and furniture, valeting, packing and kitchen manage- 
ment to home entertaining. Young housewives should find this a helpful and reliable 
guide to successful and efficient homemaking. (640) 


Business Management 


PROTECTIVE WRAPPINGS. C. R. Oswin. Cam Publications, 32s. 1954. 
22cm. 268 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A technical review of the use of thin flexible wrappings for protecting perishable 
merchandise. Comparative data are included for commercially-available films. The 
book mainly consists of a series of articles, here amended and brought up to date, which 
originally appeared in the British Packer and makes an exceedingly useful collation, 
in a convenient form, of information previously widely scattered. It will not necessarily 
solve all packers’ problems, but will at least provide some help towards their solution. 
The lithographic reproduction is of variable quality. (658-7) 
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Chemical Technology: Brewing 
THE BARLEY AND THE STREAM. The Molson Story. A Footnote 
to Canadian History. Merrill Denison. Research Associate, Léon Trépanier. 
McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), $5-00. 1955. 23-5 cm. 412 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 16 plates. Index. 
This Canadian industrial history combines the story of six generations of Montreal's 
prominent Molson family with a study of the brewing business which John Molson 
established in 1786 and which has remained in uninterrupted operation under the 
family ever since. The work is based on family archives, diaries, journals and ledgers 
which throw valuable light on social history as well as on the techniques and economics 
of brewing. Other Molson activities have included Canada’s first steamboat (with its 
Canadian made steam engine), its first railway, Molson’s bank, McGill University, 
St. Thomas’s Church and Montreal General Hospital. (663-4) 


—— Petroleum 


THE ROLE OF PETROLEUM IN MODERN TRANSPORT. 
Report of the Institute of Petroleum Summer Meeting held at Llandudno 12th- 
15th May, 1954. Edited by George Sell. Institute of Petroleum, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
194 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

An excellent historical note by Mr. C. T. Brunner, who sets out to show that transport 

is more and more dependent for its power upon oil, is well reinforced by statistical 

graphs of recent progress and current trends. There follow seven papers concerning 
the technical demands of fuels and lubricants for various forms of transport, by authors 
whose qualifications and experience are outstanding. Finally there is a review of 
future trends by Mr. K. C. Hunt. Only a few will possess the technical knowledge 
necessary for the study of these highly technical reports, and to them the work can 
be recommended as one unique in its value and authority. Others would profit by 
study of the individual sections in which they are directly concerned. (665-5) 


—— Plastics 

BRITISH PLASTICS YEAR BOOK, 1955. A Classified Guide to the 
Plastics Industry. 25th year. Iliffe, 30s. 1955. 23°5cm. 652 pages. Tables. 
Glossary. Indexes. 

This revised and enlarged edition includes a review of the year’s patents; a list of 

new companies registered in 1954; specifications relating to plastics; guides to plastics 

material suppliers, plastics products manufacturers, processors, equipment suppliers 

and to services; a directory of trade names and technical terms, names and addresses 

of firms grouped in countries, and of organisations, consultants, etc.; a Who's Who; 

trade associations; and tables giving technical and general data. (668-4058) 


Woodworking 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF WOODWORK. Tools; Workshop 
Practice; Joints; Constructions; Polishing ; Carving; Venecring; Turning; 
Machines; Designs for Home and Garden. Charles H. Hayward. Evans Bros., 
I$s. 1955. 22 cm. 350 pages. Numerous illustrations. Endpaper diagrams. Tables. 
Index. 

The editor of the Woodworker has brought his extensive knowledge of the needs and 

problems of the average wood-worker to a book that will prove invaluable to the 

enthusiast of every degree of skill. It is remarkable for the scope of its projects— 

ranging from tea-trays to lych-gates—and the clarity with which the precise instruc- 
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tions and detailed illustrations make supposedly ambitious work practicable, even for 
the beginner. The book is an encyclopedia in miniature, providing instructions on 
tools and the new machines which are fast becoming the usual fittings of the handy- 
man’s workshop. Carving, turning and finishing are also featured. (684) 


Building Construction 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. W. B. McKay. Three Volumes in One. 
Longmans, 45s. 1955. Obl. 23 cm. 184 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

These volumes, now published in a single book, have proved a reliable source of 
information on most of the traditional aspects of building construction. The author’s 
selection of forms and types of construction is sound and the explanations and 
drawings are clear but the architectural design of many of the details illustrated is 
less praiseworthy. The detailed investigations and explanations of the natural 
characteristics and methods of manufacture of the principal building materials, together 
with notes and diagrams of the tools used in working them, are an admirable feature 
and a great help to the student in gaining a real knowledge of the subject. (690) 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE ON WELDED 
STRUCTURES. London, 23rd to 26th November, 1953. Ministry of Works. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 40s. 1955. 28cm. 326 pages. Numerous photographs. 
Diagrams. Tables. 

The conference was organised by a Joint Committee of the Ministry of Works, the 

Institution of Civil Engineers and the Institution of Structural Engineers supported 

by a number of other bodies and government departments. The papers printed 

here are written by experts in their particular fields, and the range is wide, from the 
design of multi-storey framed buildings and shipbuilding to oil storage tanks and 
bridges. There is much to praise in this volume but, as with all publications recording 
the proceedings of conferences, coverage of the subject cannot be complete. This 
volume therefore may not be a standard text, but it is a major contribution to the 
subject. (693-7) 
ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE CONTEMPLATIVE ACTIVITY. Eight Lectures on Aesthetics. 
Pepita Haezrahi. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 140 pages. Index. 
Despite the fact that certain philosophical schools repudiate the existence or possibility 
of a science of aesthetics, works on aesthetic theory continue to make their appearance. 
Dr. Haezrahi’s approach is a particularly sane one: she contends that we must accept 
aesthetic experience as a fact, and then go on to enquire into its nature. This is the 
reverse of the ‘analytical’ method whereby the thing itself is denied and the reasons 
for its having been mistakenly entertained are then examined. The chapter entitled 
“The Perfect Aesthetic Response’ is of key-importance; for Dr. Haezrahi contends 
that such response is distinguished by being devoid of all emotional content. In short, 
we must learn to “keep our distance’ from the work of art: for this is both to see it in 
proportion and to preserve our minds from misleading associations. (701) 


Architecture 

EARLY VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE IN BRITAIN. 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock. 2 vols. Architectural Press, 147s. 1955. 27°5 cm. Vol. 1, 
658 pages (text); Vol. 2, 234 pages (illustrations, maps, plans). Index. (Yale Historical 
Publications, History of Art Series) 

Professor Hitchcock isa prominentarchitectural historian who enjoys a high reputation 

on both sides of the Atlantic. His knowledge of the architecture and cultural back- 
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ground of early Victorian Britain is hardly exceeded by any living scholar, and this 
impressive study and broad interpretation of an enormous subject can fairly be 
regarded as a major work and a reliable source of reference for future research. The 
second of the two volumes (which are published in America by the Yale University 
Press) consists entirely of illustrations, which include both contemporary plans and 
drawings and also many specially taken photographs. (720-94208) 


Ceramics 
INTRODUCTION TO CHINESE POTTERY AND PORCELAIN. 
C. J. B. Medcalf. Cresset Press for the Oriental Ceramic Society, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 
64 pages. 12 photographs. Chronological table. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
A compact and systematic introductory guide to Chinese pottery and porcelain 
prepared by the Oriental Ceramic Society to meet the demand for information raised 
by the Society’s recent exhibitions. It is intended to attract the attention of ‘the students 
of today who become the experts of tomorrow’ and is excellently suited to this useful 
purpose. Suggestions are given for further reading. (738-951) 
Drawing 
PEN AND INK DRAWING. Acanthus — Frank Hoar. Studio Publications, 
I§s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 96 pages. Numerous illustrations. Bibliography. (How To 
Do It Series) 
Written by a practising draughtsman, whose work is well known under the 
pseudonym ‘Acanthus’, this manual is primarily addressed to students. A short history 
of pen drawing in Europe, accompanied by well-chosen, annotated reproductions, 
is followed by chapters on material and technique, and the book finishes with a series 
of personal statements on their work by a number of contemporary draughtsmen, 
among them Ardizzone, Nicolas Bentley, Emmet, Topolski and Ronald Searle, 
(741-2) 
Shawls 
SHAWLS. A Study in Indo-European Influences. John Irwin. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 128.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 72 pages. 60 plates (4 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Victoria and Albert Museum Mono- 
graphs, 9) 
A monograph based mainly on the large collections of shawls in the Department of 
Textiles and the Indian Section of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, but 
listing in addition specimens from other collections. The history of the shawl, which 
was introduced into Europe as a fashionable garment late in the eighteenth century, 
is studied against the larger background of Indo-European artistic influence. After an 
introductory chapter on the organisation and designs of the Kashmir shawl industry, 
the author considers shawls made in England and France during the nineteenth century. 
A detailed catalogue, in which colours are identified and described according to the 
standard nomenclature of the British Colour Council Dictionary, is included in this 
scholarly publication prepared by the Assistant Keeper of the Indian Section of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. (746-52) 


Painting 

ANIMAL PAINTING IN ENGLAND. From Barlow to Landseer. 
Basil Taylor. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 72 pages. 71 illustrations (6 in 
colour). Notes. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


The English tradition of animal painting was founded by Francis Barlow in the mid- 
seventeenth century, received classic expression in George Stubbs’ Anatomy of the 
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Horse (1760) and attained an apotheosis in the ‘nineteenth century in the works, at 
first overpraised and now underestimated, of Edwin Landseer. The principal stages 
of development in this specialised form of painting, in which England stands unique, 
are outlined by the Librarian of the Royal College of Art, London, in a stimulating 
essay which emphasises the variety of the animal painter’s art. There are useful 
notes on the artists and paintings represented in this attractive book. (758) 


MEANING AND SYMBOL in three modern artists: Edvard Munch, 
Henry Moore, Paul Nash. George Wingfield Digby. Faber, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 
204 pages. $7 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

The larger purpose of this study of modern painting is to suggest ways of finding 

meaning in the often puzzling images employed by figurative artists. The approach 

to understanding, it is suggested, is by the symbolical content of the pictures. To 
illustrate his thesis the author applies a close analysis to the work of three modern 
artists. The personal tensions expressed in the work of the Norwegian painter Munch 
are elucidated in terms, broadly speaking, of Jungian psychology. The work of 

Henry Moore and Paul Nash is analysed with the help of concepts from ancient myth 

and legend as well as by reference to the religious systems of India and China. Straight- 

forward and easy to read, despite the complexity of the subject-matter, the book is 
helpful in supplying answers to the question “What does it all mean’ which twentieth 

century painting so frequently raises. (7592) 


MANTEGNA. Paintings, Drawings, Engravings. E. Tietze-Conrat. Phaidon Press, 

428. 1955. 26-5 cm. 264 pages. 167 illustrations (8 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 
The art of the north-Italian painter Mantegna (1431-1506) is the purest visual example 
of the Renaissance preoccupation with antiquity, and it is calamitous that so much 
of his finest work, especially the frescoes, has disappeared since his life-time. There 
is therefore every reason to welcome this substantial volume which claims to reproduce 
Mantegna’s complete work in painting, frescoes, drawings and engravings, with an 
authentic text summarising the most recent research and a very detailed catalogue. 
The severe, almost metallic quality of Mantegna’s style reproduces well; to turn the 
pages of the lavish section of plates is an exciting encounter with the austere world 
of classical humanism. (759°s) 


Music 

AN INTRODUCTION TO MUSICAL HISTORY. J. A. Westrup. 
Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 174 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's 
University Library) 

This work from the stimulating pen of the Heather Professor of Music at Oxford 

aims at putting the study of music on a rational basis. It examines the scope of the 

subject over a range of some ten centuries, discusses its primary sources and 

the principal influences that have shaped its growth. Professor Westrup’s pages are 

packed with provocative ideas, he seasons erudition and apt quotation with wit, and 

delights in pricking the bubbles of many an out-worn and pretentious theory. The 

book should prove as helpful to the untutored adult listener as to the student. (780-9) 


Puppets 

PLAYS AND PATTERNS FOR GLOVE PUPPETS. W. Alexanda 
Marsh. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 176 pages. 36 diagrams. Bibliography. 

This small handbook will be of great help to teachers and to the young puppeteers 

themselves. Clear instructions are given for the making and manipulation of 
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introductory, permanent, and trick glove puppets, for the construction of table and 
standing puppet theatres, and for the production of puppet plays. More than half 
the book is devoted to the plays themselves, graded by age groups (ranging from 
nursery to senior pupils), together with a description of the ‘group-written’ play. 

(791°5) 


The Theatre 


IN SEARCH OF THEATER. Eric Bentley. Dobson, 35s. 1955. 24 cm. 
446 pages. 75 illustrations. 12 drawings in text. Index. 
This book is in part an autobiographical adventure, in part the author's credo. 
Eric Bentley, a critic and director, has written a very personal account of theatrical 
movements and ideologies in Europe and America following visits during the years 
1945 to 1951. He describes the first part of his book as ‘an account of a quest’, and 
thereafter, in much detail, appraises the work of individual performers and the staging 
of individual playwrights. In following sections he pays tribute to G. B. Shaw, 
to the famous director, Jacques Copeau, and to the critic, Stark Young. He then 
analyses modern playwriting back from Eduardo de Filippo of today to Henrik Ibsen, 
and comes finally to a more general discussion of theories. A search for ‘photography 
of the theater, not merely in the theater’ has provided representative and unusual 
illustrations. (792) 


THE ROMAN STAGE. A Short History of Latin Drama in the time ot the 
Republic. W. Beare. 2nd edition. Methuen, 37s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 380 pages. 
19 illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This new edition of a work that first appeared in 1950 has profited by criticisms of its 

predecessor and also contains new material. The additional appendix on metres, the 

copious “Notes and Sources’, and the enlarged bibliography are especially welcome. 

In all controversial matters the author, who is Professor of Latin in the University 

of Bristol, takes an independently critical line; he relies primarily on the plays them- 

selves for evidence, and is distrustful of ancient critics and commentators. The 
literary character and stage presentation of Roman comic and serious drama are 
discussed in full detail. An excellent book both for specialists and for general readers. 

(792-0937) 


THE EARLY IRISH STAGE. The Beginnings to 1720. William Smith Clark. 
Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. 11 illustrations (1 in text). 
Bibliography. Index. 

This thoughtful and careful study at last provides that carlier history and background 

from which later were to spring a long line of famous dramatists and finally, within 

living memory, an Irish national drama. Whereas the folk plays, the church drama 
and the strolling players in England have been fully described, no authoritative account 
of Ireland’s early drama has hitherto been written. The author owes much to the 
famous theatre historian W. J. Lawrence, on whose notes and manuscripts part of this 
book is based. Although so much of Ireland’s early theatrical activities derived from 

England, Mr. Smith Clark places them in relation to the contemporary social scene. 

The history, accompanied by quotations from original stage documents and many 

anecdotes about players and performances, closes in 1720 with the end of an era, and 

the death of Joseph Ashbury, actor and manager, who developed the Theatre Royal, 

Dublin, into the foremost stage nursery of the British Isles. (79209415) 
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Theatrical Production 
SHAKESPEARE AND THE YOUNG ACTOR. A Guide to Production. 
Guy Boas. Rockliff, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 138 pages. 47 photographs. Diagram. Index. 
The Headmaster of Sloane School, Chelsea, in recording in some detail twelve of the 
Shakespearean productions he has directed during the last twenty-five years, provides 
much valuable instruction on the subject. Other schools will benefit from his clear and 
simple exposition on the staging, rehearsing and speaking of Shakespeare’s plays, 
and students generally from his chapters on Shakespeare’s boy actors. The annual 
presentation of a Shakespeare play at Sloane School is now an occasion of renown 
and the many photographs in the book give some hint of the excellence of costume 
and make-up. The appendices contain useful suggestions for music recordings, the 
producer’s analysis sheets, and, especially helpful in casting, the length of plays and 
roles. (792-92) 
Sports and Games 
BRIDGE PLAY FOR BEGINNERS. Alfred Sheinwold. Faber, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19°5 cm. 180 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
This discusses in detail the actual play of the cards in contract bridge, and, despite 
its title, is addressed to all below the ‘expert’ level. The author uses fifty hands as 
examples and, assuming the reader already knows something about bidding the hands, 
stresses the need for familiarity with the ‘play’ in an exceptionally clear and lively 
manner. (795°41) 
THE HISTORY OF THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION. 
O. L. Owen. Playfair Books for the Rugby Football Union, 18s. 1955. 23 cm. 
368 pages. 67 photographs. 
An official history of the governing body for Rugby Football in Britain, and also a 
detailed history of the game itself, which, although springing from games known 
before the nineteenth century, had its traditional birth at Rugby School in 1823. 
The Rugby Football Union was formed in 1871 and the greater part of the book is 
concerned with the development of the game since then. It tells of the spread of the 
game overseas, and the challenge to British supremacy by great football teams from 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa and also in later years from France. The 
book is very well written by the Rugby Football correspondent of The Times and is 
acked with facts and figures, including a year-by-year History in Brief from 
1871 to 1954. (796-33) 


WHEN DINGHIES DELIGHT. Robin Steavenson. Jenkins, 15s. 1955. 
22°§ cm. 160 pages. 29 photographs. Index. 
The author is a young and busy doctor who, since the end of the war, has spent most 
of his spare time building, planning, sailing and dreaming dinghies. He and his sort 
are the back-bone of the sport all over Great Britain: the difference between him 
and the next man is that he has twice won the Burton Cup, the premier award of 
the National Twelve-foot class. His progress towards success is charmingly related, 
and he has wise words to say on the design and qualities of all the popular dinghy 
classes. His enthusiasm is as infectious as his good humour. (79771) 


THE ANGLING TIMES BOOK. Vol. I. Edited by Bernard Venables and 
Howard Marshall. Barrie, 12s.6d. 1955. 25-5 cm. 144 pages. 24 photographs. 
Numerous drawings in text. 


A new annual, delightfully produced with charming illustrations, which contains 
a selection of the more outstanding contributions to the Angling Times during the 
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previous year. This may well become a favourite book for all anglers, those who fish 
in famous waters, in quiet streams, or lakes and reservoirs, and those who prefer to 
pursue their sport in the shallow seas from pier-head and rocks. (799°1) 


LITERATURE 


American Literature 


THE ROSE TATTOO. Tennessee Williams. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. 
1955. 20°§ cm. 160 pages. Frontispiece. 

The theme of The Rose Tattoo is a primitive woman’s overmastering love for her 
husband, a love which, on his death, she transfers to another man who resembles 
him. Although some three years pass during the action, one feels here that the author 
has caught completely ‘the timeless world of a play’—a phrase which he uses as the 
title of his preface. The appeal of The Rose Tattoo is to the eye, the ear, and the 
imagination, although, compared with the subtlety and adroitness of the characterisa- 
tion in The Glass Menagerie and Summer and Smoke, it appears as an artist’s first sketch. 

(812-5) 


English Literature 


THE AGE OF SHAKESPEARE. Vol. 2 of a Guide to English Literature. 
Edited by Boris Ford. Penguin Books, ss. 1955. 18 cm. 480 pages. Musical examples. 
Bibliography. Index. (Pelican Books) 

This Guide is not a literary history in the accepted sense; it is based upon particular 

critical assumptions, which its contributors all share, and its emphasis is upon what is 

considered ‘living and contemporary’ in the tradition of the past. The approach 
is serious and eclectic; and particularly fruitful in this volume where the writers are 
treating literature they admire. Shakespeare and the dramatists naturally occupy the 
greater part, but Daniel and Ralegh, Bacon, and the musical achievement of the period 
also qualify for detailed consideration. The most startling omission is Spenser, who 
was squeezed somewhat ungraciously into the first volume and now receives only 
occasional mention. Some distortion of ‘the age of Shakespeare’ inevitably results. 
Granted its premises, this is an excellent and stimulating venture which should 
succeed in its aim of directing readers to study the texts for themselves. (820-9) 


English Poetry 
KEATS. John Middleton Murry. 4th edition. Cape, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 


322 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Notes. 
First published in 1930 as Studies in Keats, this volume has appeared in revised editions 
as Studies in Keats, New and Old (1939) and The Mystery of Keats (1949). The present 
edition adds to that of 1949 short essays on “Keats and Friendship’ and ‘Keats and 
Claret’, and a forty-page essay on ‘Keats and Isabella Jones’. In the last Mr. Murry 
sets out to refute the findings about Keats, Mrs. Jones, the “Bright Star’ sonnet and 
“The Eve of St. Agnes’ which Mr. Robert Gittings presented in John Keats: The Living 
Year (see British Book News, April 1954). No reader of Mr. Gittings’ book should 
miss Mr. Murry’s riposte, and no student of the poet can afford to ignore this volume 
of essays. Although he occasionally loses his sense of humour and sense of proportion, 
Mr. Murry remains Keats's most percipient and illuminating critic. (821-7) 
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GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS. Geoffrey Grigson. Longmans for the 
British Council, 2s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 34 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Mr. Grigson is a naturalist as well as a poet and critic and therefore particularly well 

qualified to write on Hopkins. This essay is both a stimulating introduction to a major 

English poct and a valuable contribution to the understanding of his work. The 

theme is the ‘earnest emphatic possession’ of nature in all its minutiae which was 

one of Hopkins’s special virtues. (821-8) 


BALLADS OF A BOGMAN. Sigerson Clifford. Macmillan, 8s.6d. 1955. 
22°5 cm. $8 pages. 

Mr. Clifford is perhaps best known in Ireland for his plays, Nano and The Great 

Pacificator, but this book of ballads will add to his reputation and please everyone who 

enjoys Irish wit and pathos. Obviously a born story-teller, he is as much at home 

in the ballad form as his ‘tinkers’ (the Irish gipsies of whom he writes) on the Irish 

roads. (821-9) 


FAR-BACK COUNTRY. Poems 1944-54. Alexander Craig. F. W. Cheshire 
(Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), 10s.6d. 1954. 22°5 cm. 
48 pages. Notes. 

The first volume of poetry by this Australian reveals his sympathy and understanding 

of the tenuous bonds between nature and man’s soul. Images of the sea and of the 

world around him in its changing moods pervade many of the poems, while in 
others there is a touch of fatalism sharpening the inward questioning which springs 
so naturally from his reflections on human desire, uncertainty and wilfulness. Craig 
uses a mixture of free verse rhythms and conventional rhyme schemes to achieve 
variety and spontaneity and his sensitive writing establishes him as a poet capable of 
greater development. (821-9A) 


THE NIGHTFISHING. W. S. Graham. Faber, t0s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
76 pages. 
Mr. Graham is a young poet of considerable achievement and greater promise, with 
singular powers of evocation. He is already an accomplished craftsman, and the 
experiments in this volume with extended metaphor, even if not always wholly 
successful, are certainly interesting: for instance, one of his poems has in effect two 
subjects, each an extended metaphor of the other. Mr. Graham’s leading preoccupation 
is the sea and the problems of mutability that it suggests to an intelligence sharply 
aware of concrete reality in the physical world. (821-9) 


THE RUSSIAN SISTER and other poems. G. Rostrevor Hamilton. 
Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 20cm. 120 pages. 
Sir George Rostrevor Hamilton belongs to the long and honourable line of 
professional men who have pleased themselves and charmed readers by fashioning 
verses in their leisure hours. Such writers lack the concentration of the poet who has 
a daemon inside him, so that their work reveals variety rather than urgency, taste 
rather than passion. Sir George is a first-class poet of this kind, humane and observant, 
ranging widely for subject-matter yet adhering to traditional forms skilfully and 
flexibly used. His work delights—and that cannot often be said of poetry today. (821-9) 
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A SHOT IN THE PARK. William Plomer. Cape, 7s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
60 pages. 
Superficially, Mr. Plomer’s comic muse has much in common with John Betjeman’s. 
They have the same fondness for Victorians and Edwardians, the same interest in 
suburbia, the same addiction to easy-going rhythms. But Mr. Plomer is more 
waspish than Mr. Betjeman, his satire has more malice in it. This new collection 
contains six characteristically austere ballads about small dramas in watering-places, 
country houses, and hotels; a Hardy parody; and a curious, moving little poem 
called “Bamboo’. All the poems are eminently suitable for reading aloud. (821-9) 


English Drama 
THE DRAMATIC WORKS OF THOMAS DEKKER. Vol. IL 
The Honest Whore, Part I (with Thomas Middleton); The Honest Whore, Part II; 
The Magnificent Entertainment given to King James; Westward Ho (with 
John Webster), Northward Ho (with John Webster); The Whore of Babylon. 
Edited by Fredson Bowers. Cambridge University Press, 40s. 1955. 23 cm. 600 pages. 
Dekker (15702-1641?) was a talented writer, uncommonly well versed in the arts of 
entertainment, and a man whose humanity and unpretending moral earnestness have 
stamped his work with an enduring charm. It is agreeable that he should now be 
rewarded with what scholarship can bestow, the splendour of a critical edition. 
Professor Bowers brings to his task the full resources of bibliographical science: 
equipped with elaborate textual apparatus, the five works of this second instalment 
are presented in a form which is a model of its kind and which will be the essential 
basis for subsequent interpretation. (822-3) 


MR. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARES COMEDIES, HISTORIES & 
TRAGEDIES. A Facsimile Edition prepared by Helge Kékeritz. Introduction 
by Charles Tyler Prouty. Oxford University Press, 84s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 920 pages. 
Portrait. 

Except for the Authorized Version of the Bible no book in English has been so eagerly 

studied, so much discussed and loved as ‘Shakespeare’, and the first collected edition 

of his plays, the famous ‘First Folio’ of 1623, has therefore a unique interest. It contains 
thirty-six of the thirty-seven plays in the canon, and is the only authority for seventeen 
of them; perfect copies (fourteen are known) command higher prices than almost any 
other printed book; and the text of the plays is hotly disputed and continually 
amended. A facsimile is therefore essential to many students, but this is the first to be 
published since 1910. It has been edited and printed in the U.S.A. (where it is published 
by Yale University Press) and reproduced by line-photo-offset from the Huth copy 
belonging to the Elizabethan Club at Yale. There are defects in it, some of them 
indicated on an errata slip, but despite a reduction in size by one-fifth the uniformity 
of inking given by the line process and the whiteness of the paper make it easy to 
read. To both scholars and lovers of Elizabethan literature it will be exceedingly 


welcome. (822-3) 


SHAKESPEARE. J. Middleton Murry. Reprint. Cape, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
460 pages. Notes. Index. 

In an age of intensely specialised Shakespearean study Mr. Murry is one of the very 

few critics who takes a sufficiently comprehensive view to write authoritatively on 

Shakespeare’s historical background, his poetry, his material and his dramatic art. 

His book consists of a series of related essays on these subjects. Since it first appeared 
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in 1936 some of these, especially the studies of dramatic characters, have been 
rendered a little obsolete by later research, but his criticism of Shakespeare’s poetry 
is of permanent value. This reprint contains a new preface in which the author surveys 
later trends in criticism and revises his judgment of King Lear. (822-3) 


SHAKESPEARE. C. J. Sisson. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1955. 
21°$cm. $0 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Illustration in text. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

The subject of this study is the attitude to Shakespeare’s work of successive generations 

of critics, audiences and scholars from the seventeenth century to the present day. 

Its scope is immense and it is a remarkable achievement to have traced the main lines 

in so brief an essay. Professor Sisson concludes by pointing out that the present trend 

of criticism is towards interpretations which avowedly go beyond Shakespeare’s 

conscious meaning, and he utters a salutary warning that Shakespeare is, after all, a 

dramatic artist and that criticism should not lose touch with the limitations of dramatic 

performance. (822-3) 


JEMMY GREEN IN AUSTRALIA. A Comedy in Three Acts. 
James Tucker. Edited with introduction and notes by Colin Roderick. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 25s. 1955. 25*5 cm. 120 pages. 
Frontispiece. Facsimile. Notes. Bibliography. 

This comedy, attributed to a convict named James Tucker, tells of the misadventures 

of a new chum in Australia in the 1840’s. It displays vivacity, wit and satire and 

retains its appeal for the present generation as evidenced by the reception it received 
when produced by the Australian Broadcasting Commission in 1952. Its particular 
value lies in the fact that it illustrates the beginnings of the native Australian drama. 

The editor, in his introduction, throws new light on the early Australian theatre, and 

the part convicts played in its organisation and activities. He includes, also, in an 

appendix, several colonial ballads, which have not been republished until now. 
(822-8A) 


French Literature 
FORERUNNERS OF THE FRENCH NOVEL. An Essay on the 
Development of the Nouvelle in the late Middle Ages. Janet M. Ferrier. 
Manchester University Press (Manchester), 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 134 pages. Index. 
The sub-title explains the aim of this study. From the story of Pelleas and the cruel 
Arcade (the short story form in embryo) we pass to the perfected form in the 
Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles and finally to Le Petit Jehan de Saintré, which, dealing with 
contemporary life, may claim to be the earliest roman de moeurs. Miss Ferrier proves 
that these stories were not mere imitations of Italian models but something 
characteristically French. Her lively analyses, with the many valuable notes and 
references, will attract not only specialists but all those interested in good stories. 
(843-2) 


Greek Literature 
LYSISTRATA. Aristophanes. An English version by Dudley Fitts. Faber, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 148 pages. Notes. Index. 


There are at least two Greek plays that appear markedly relevant to our own times: 
Euripides’ great tragedy, The Trojan Women, and Aristophanes’ comic satire, the 
Lysistrata. For want of a parallel piece by a contemporary dramatist, Dudley Fitts’ 
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new version of the latter might well be acted now. For his translation of this play 
where the women go ‘on a marital strike until peace has been restored’, Dudley Fitts 
has chosen a very free five-stress line (except in the choral passages), his intention being 
foremost to make the poetry ‘sayable’. The piece will fill a gap, there having been 


no theatre version available of the Lysistrata for some years. (882) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE DECISIVE BATTLES OF THE WESTERN WORLD 
and their influence upon history. Vol. Il. From the defeat of the Spanish Armada 
to the Battle of Waterloo. J. F. C. Fuller. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 35s. 1955. 
23 cm. $72 pages. 32 maps and diagrams. Index. 

The present volume deals with the wars in the second of the three geographical 

groups comprising the whole work. It covers mainly the lands bordering or dependent 

upon the Atlantic and illustrates the final emergence of the British Empire as the 
dominating world power. Wars are examined in all their essential details and each is 
preceded by a general survey of the political influences. Beginning with the Armada, 
the book covers the battles of Gustavus Adolphus in Germany, civil war in Britain, the 
rise of France, Russia and Prussia, the British in India and North America, the French 

Revolution, Trafalgar and the land battles in Europe, ending with Waterloo and 

the birth of the Pax Britannica. In this outstanding work of research and scholar- 

ship, General Fuller establishes himself even more firmly as a leading authority 

on the study of war. (900) 


Ancient World 
MYTH OR LEGEND: G. E. Daniel, D. L. Page, R. F. Treharne, 
Sir L. Woolley, C. T. Seltman, S. P. O’Rforddin, J. M. White, E. R. Leach, 
T. C. Lethbridge, S. Piggott, J. S. P. Bradford, H. J. Rose. Bell, 10s.6d. 1955. 
19cm. 126 pages. 19 photographs. 4 illustrations in text. Bibliography. 
In 1952 the B.B.C. invited some distinguished anthropologists, historians and 
archaeologists to tell the public how a number of traditional legends and beliefs 
appeared in the light of modern scholarship. The twelve subjects chosen included 
Atlantis, Troy, St. George and the Dragon, and the Holy Grail. Among the speakers 
were Sir Leonard Woolley (on the Flood), T. C. Lethbridge (on the Isles of the Blessed) 
and Professor Piggott (on the Druids and Stonehenge), This fascinating series is here 
presented in book form with the useful addition of illustrations and suggestions for 
further reading. (913-04) 


Geography Travel Description 

DEVON. Compiled by Brian Watson. Revised edition. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 
23cm. 112 pages. 113 illustrations. Endpaper photographs. 4 maps in colour. 
(Shell Guides) 

A thoroughly revised and brought up to date edition of John Betjeman’s original 

volume in this admirable series. It consists of an introductory chapter on “The Face 

of Devon’, a gazetteer of towns and villages that gives praise where praise is due 

but does not spare its punches, a list of manor houses and country mansions, notes on 

sport, local customs, and sayings, Bartholomew’s contoured and coloured map 

on a scale of 5 miles to an inch, and, best of all, copious and delightful illustrations. 

Diverting specimens of nineteenth-century architecture are included. (914-2) 
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THE VALLEY OF PYRENE. Nina Epton. Cassell, 21s. 1955. 22m. 
224 pages. 36 photographs. Sketch map. Index. 
The eastern end of the Pyrences, west and south-west of Carcassone, has the advantages 
of possessing a character of its own, and of being slightly off the beaten track. The 
land of the Cathari, or Albigenses, and of Tartarin, of prehistoric caverns and of 
once-famous spas, is evidently still the home of individuals of strongly marked 
character. Miss Epton, wandering from one historic site to another, learns of the past, 
and encounters the notabilities, and weaves her experiences into an attractive chronicle. 
If she leans rather to folk-lore and the occult, she may be forgiven, since she has 
recalled this land of Ariége so pleasantly. (914°47) 


THE SEAS OF SICILY. Philippe Diolé. Translated from the French by 
Alan Ross. Sidgwick & Jackson, 128.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 176 pages. 17 plates. Map. 
The new technique of underwater exploration has opened up extraordinarily rich 
territory for the archaeologist or the travel writer of sufficiently adventurous 
disposition. M. Diolé has experience in both fields and he is a pioneer of diving 
who approaches the subject with a poet’s sensibility. He finds the thirty yards’ girdle 
of offshore waters surrounding the island, with its wrecked galleys, broken amphorae 
and exotic fish, as revealing as anything on land. He also writes with genuine imagina- 
tion and feeling, marred only by a Gallic weakness for rhetoric, of the ruins and history 
of Sicily’s many civilisations. His book is original and it has been well translated. 
(914-5) 
TITO LIFTS THE CURTAIN. The Story of Yugoslavia Today. 
Hallam Tennyson. Rider, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 240 pages. 34 photographs. 
Endpaper map. Index. 
An agreeable book on present-day Yugoslavia by a great-grandson of Lord Tennyson, 
the great Victorian poet, who has been a social worker in India and elsewhere. He 
had some dealings with Yugoslav refugees in the Middle East during the war but 
visited Yugoslavia itself for the first time in 1954 to organise an international confer- 
ence for the American Quakers. He gives an interesting first-hand account of living 
conditions in Belgrade and fairminded statements on the achievements and plans 
of the régime and its economic, industrial, agricultural and personal problems. 
His descriptions of persons and places are lively and sympathetic. (914-97) 


ISLES TO WINDWARD. Dane Chandos. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 238 pages. 28 photographs. Endpaper map. 
As readers of his earlier books on Mexico and Spain will know, Mr. Chandos is a 
witty and observant traveller with a lively prose style. In this account of a rather 
rapid visit to the West Indies, he displays these qualities to advantage. The variety and 
contrasts of the islands offer him plenty of scope. The ‘welfare state’ of Aruba 
and Curagao, the ‘one-man state’ of Haiti, Little England in Barbadoes, these and 
similar chapters trace out some of the main characteristics sharply. But the book 
will be chiefly read for its entertainment value, and in this it never fails to give good 
measure. (917-29) 


Biography 


THE WORCESTER ACCOUNT. Early Reminiscences. S$. N. Behrman. 
Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 176 pages. 


Mr. Behrman here presents a series of poignant sketches of his boyhood in the small 
New England town of Worcester. To the urbanity of style and the bent for ironic 
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discernment familiar to his readers is added now a gentler quality of compassionate 
understanding, particularly in the portraits of his immigrant parents—a devout father 
absorbed in the study of Rabbinical lore and a mother able to speak only the Yiddish 
tongue which her American-born son despised. A host of other warm-hearted people 
who once lived in the same street as the Behrman family come alive in these pages, 
in which a skilful blend of sentiment and humour provides enjoyable and rewarding 
reading. (92) 


POET AND PAINTER. Being the Correspondence between Gordon 
Bottomley and Paul Nash, 1910-1946. Edited by Claude Colleer Abbott and 
Anthony Bertram. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 298 pages. 16 plates. 
11 drawings by Paul Nash in the text. Bibliography. Index. 

This record of a friendship between the poet-playwright Gordon Bottomley (1874- 

1948) and the painter Paul Nash (1889-1946) shows two sensitive, inquiring minds 

stimulating each other by the mutual exchange of ideas on painting, poetry and drama. 

Personal and artistic matters are closely blended in letters which have a freshness, 

modesty and lack of self-consciousness which make delightful reading. The climate 

of the ‘Georgian’ literary movement, as it is sometimes called, of the earlier part of 
the present century is suggested in many of Bottomley’s letters, while Nash’s 
contribution shows this remarkable painter moving ever forward to investigate new 

possibilities and meaning for his art. The book is meticulously edited. (92) 


W.S.C. A Cartoon Biography. Compiled by Fred Urquhart. Cassell, 16s. 
1955. 25 cm. 256 pages. 279 drawings. 
After the biographies, the anthologies and the appreciations by experts of particular 
aspects of the Prime Minister’s versatility which greeted his eightieth birthday there 
was still something missing from the composite picture which emerged. What did 
various sections of public opinion, as interpreted by the caricaturists, think of 
Winston Churchill at important moments in his career? This collection of cartoons— 
friendly and hostile—supplies the deficiency. They cover the period from 1900 to 
1954 and come from eighty artists, mainly British, though the Press of America, 
France, Italy, Germany, Russia and other countries is represented. Sir Harold 
Nicolson provides a lively introduction. (92) 


HERNAN CORTES. Conqueror of Mexico. Salvador de Madariaga. 
Hollis & Carter, 25s. 2nd edition. 1955. 23 cm. 568 pages. Portrait. 2 maps. 
Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Don Salvador de Madariaga is an honest and conscientious historian and a second 

edition of his scholarly biography of Cortés, first published in 1942, is timely. 

Recent interpretations of the ‘miracle of Mexico’ have attempted to display the 

Conquest against its true geographical and ethnological background. Here the epic . 

achievement of the great conquistador is reviewed through European eyes, and his 

victory over the ‘strangely desequilibrated’ civilisation of Mexico is seen as a logical 
extension of the Crusades, obedient to the Spanish canon of the age which was 
expressed in service of the Church, service of the Crown and the material rewards 
of plunder. The unquestioning faith by which Cortés and his men are inspired 
draws its strength from their singleness of purpose and capacity for co-ordination, 
and these in their turn are evoked and consolidated by the leader’s astonishing 
combination of character and intelligence. A standard biography. (92) 
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DEAREST BESS. The Life and Times of Lady Elizabeth Foster, afterwards 
Duchess of Devonshire, from her Unpublished Journals and Correspondence. 
Dorothy Margaret Stuart. Methuen, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 280 pages. 16 illustrations. 
Index. 

The subject of this memoir will be known to those familiar with the doings of the 

Holland House circle which dominated English society and politics in the late 

eighteenth century, during the Whig ascendancy. She was a lady of no mean 

intelligence, and her journal (for she was an inveterate diarist) is crammed with 
reminiscences, not always reliable but never dull, which introduce most of the 
important personalities of her time. Miss Stuart quotes liberally from it and from 
other family papers at Chatsworth House. Considering the opportunities she had to 
produce a chronique scandaleuse, the author is to be congratulated on the discretion 
and taste with which she has handled her ‘heroine’. (92) 


GEORGIANA. Extracts from the Correspondence of Georgiana, Duchess of 
Devonshire. Edited by the Earl of Bessborough. Murray, 25s. 1955. 22cm. 
318 pages. 8 plates. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. 

Readers of Miss Stuart’s Dearest Bess should complete their experience by linking 

“wicked Lady Elizabeth Foster’ with her partner in the Devonshire ménage 2 trois. 

As the wife of William, fifth Duke of Devonshire, Georgiana was the shining centre 

of the salon where all ‘Society’ congregated. Amongst the manuscripts at Chatsworth 

House about 2,000 letters and other material have a bearing on her life-story. Lord 

Bessborough has made a skilful selection, and edited it with scholarly care. The result 

is a fascinating volume which gives a picture of Georgiana not previously available. 

With these two volumes in his hands the reader can now get behind the scenes of 

the social history of the period. (92) 


GEORGES AUGUSTE ESCOFFIER. Eugéne Herbodeau and Paul 
Thalamas. Introduction by André Simon. Practical Press, 21s. 1955. 22*5 cm. 
148 pages. 34 illustrations. Head- and tailpiece decorations. Index. 

Both the uninstructed, for whom Escoffier is the name of a sauce, and connoisseurs, 

for whom he is the author of a famous Guide Culinaire and the greatest chef since 

Caréme, will enjoy this romantic story of the blacksmith’s son whose genius brought 

him to share the fame of César Ritz, a name synonymous with luxury the world over. 

It is set in the hey-day of pre-1914 Europe with its brilliant seasons, when Melba 

sang and Bernhardt acted and kings, queens and great personages adorned the scene. 

Yet, far from imitating Caréme’s menus for the Prince Regent, with their twenty 

entrées and forty sweets, Escoffier substituted the simplicity of perfectly cooked food, 

with new flavours, for the multiplicity and elaborate decoration of the dishes of the 

past. (92) 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF JAMES GIBBS 1682-1754. Bryan Little. 
Batsford, 25s. 1955. 23cm. 224 pages. 31 illustrations. 5 plans. Chronology. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

James Gibbs, who studied in Rome under Carlo Fontana and was much influenced 

by his Italian training, was one of the most able and polished architects of a particularly 

distinguished period, and it is surprising that until now he has escaped the attention 
of biographers. Bryan Little, who has won deserved applause for his books on Britain’s 

West Country towns, has seized the opportunity occasioned by the bi-centenary of 


1004 





05 ff FR ADP SB ery CO fT LE! 





Gibbs’s death to produce a competent and sufficiently expert study of the architect 
which will fill the gap until a more profound work, which is certainly needed, 
appears. The volume is very well produced and illustrated. (92) 


HANDEL. A Documentary Biography. Otto Eric Deutsch. Black, 70s. 1955. 

24cm. 958 pages. 31 illustrations. 11 drawings in text. Bibliography. Indexes, 
In this massive, scholarly and absorbing book Professor Deutsch has done for Handel 
what he did for Schubert eight years ago by providing the basic materials for a 
biography rather than writing the narrative itself. He presents chronologically con- 
temporary documents, drawn mostly from English sources, particularly newspapers; 
he gives all foreign texts in translation and in the original. Although unfortunately 
sparse for Handel’s early life in Germany and Italy, they cover the later period in 
great detail. We can trace precisely the publication and performance of his works 
and the changes in his financial position. We can enjoy the opinions of critics, nobility, 
satirists and ordinary people. Professor Deutsch’s meticulous commentary illumines 
the documents that span half a century of English history from 1710 to 1759. The book 
will be as indispensable for the study of society in this period as for its musical 
background. (92) 


MILOU’S DAUGHTER. Mrs. Robert Henrey, Dent, 16s. 1955. 22m. 
248 pages. 
A pious pilgrimage to the Midi, to Nice, Nimes and the mining town of Grand’ 
Combe (birthplace of her father, Milou of the title) forms the theme of this further 
lively instalment of the author’s autobiography. Visits during Nice’s Carnival Week 
to the casino, the opera, a bal masqué, a convent, a castle, an olive mill, the Russian 
cathedral, are minutely described and conversations with all sorts of people—the 
mayor and mayoress, fellow guests at the hotel, shop assistants, an opera singer and 
casual acquaintances on buses, in restaurants and the street—are recorded with zest. 


(92) 


THE EXPATRIATE. A Study of Frances Hodgkins. E. H. McCormick. 
New Zealand University Press (Wellington, New Zealand), 30s. 1954. 23 cm. 
290 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

WORKS OF FRANCES HODGKINS IN NEW ZEALAND. E. H. McCormick. 
Auckland City Art Gallery (Auckland, New Zealand): Oxford University Press 
(London), 25s. 1954: 1955. 23 cm. 294 pages. 20 plates (4 in colour). Bibliography. 
Index. 

These two books are complementary studies of the life and New Zealand work of 

Frances Hodgkins, the well-known artist, who in her later years was an outstanding 

exponent of modern painting. She was born and lived for nearly thirty years in 

New Zealand before going to England and Europe. She maintained contact with her 

family and the surviving lengthy correspondence has greatly helped Mr. McCormick 

in the writing of a sensitive and skilful biography. The work shows how the artist 
moved beyond the range of most of her compatriots, the while retaining strong 
affection for her country of origin. The volume dealing with her career as a New 

Zealand artist presents her development as a slow process of laborious self-realisation 

rather than as a sharply divided span of ‘conventional’ followed by ‘modern’ represen- 

tation. It contains a detailed catalogue giving the description, provenance and present 
owner of 324 paintings in the country, a list of her exhibitions and a chronology. 
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Mr. McCormick, a leading New Zealand art and literary critic, has prepared the 
present studies as a Research Fellow of the University of New Zealand. (92) 


THREE HOWARD SISTERS. Selections from the Writings of Lady 
Caroline Lascelles, Lady Dover and Countess Gower, 1825 to 1833. Edited by 
the late Maud, Lady Leconfield and revised and completed by John Gore. 
Murray, 21s. 1955. 22cm. 312 pages. 8 plates. Genealogical table. Index. 

These letters, and excerpts from a diary, written by the daughters of the sixth Earl of 

Carlisle, are neither exceptionally clever nor original: but the writers were married 

to men well known in political and diplomatic circles. Being observant and shrewd, 

the sisters gossip entertainingly about the people they met and the social rounds 
of the world they knew. They have no fresh information for the historian, but they 
provide a charming sidelight on the daily life of ‘Society’ during this period. A very 

readable book. (92) 


SO NOBLE A CAPTAIN. The Life and Voyages of Ferdinand Magellan. 
Charles McKew Parr. Hale, 21s. 1955. 22cm. 334 pages. 24 illustrations. 
Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

This book is the outcome of the author’s conviction that the character and achieve- 

ments of Magellan are not sufficiently appreciated today. He has given years to the 

collection and assimilation of material, with the assistance of Portuguese scholars. 

The main outlines of the story are not changed as a result. Mr. Parr, as befits a success- 

ful business man, is at home with the details of the economic setting and the 

organisation of the voyage of circumnavigation, but on navigation and cartography 
he makes some questionable statements. His account is the more effective since his 
enthusiasm for his hero, though apparent, is kept under control. A competent and 

informative, rather than an imaginatively stimulating study. (92) 


THE LETTERS OF SAMUEL PEPYS AND HIS FAMILY CIRCLE. 
Edited by Helen Truesdell Heath. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
294 pages. 2 plates. 2 genealogical tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This collection represents a single section of Pepys’s correspondence, that with his 

family, and it includes a number of letters written by his relatives as well as all those 

from Pepys to them. Most are printed for the first time. Readers must be prepared 
to find here not so much the volatile, disarmingly ingenuous figure of the Diary as 
the sensible, tactful administrator: he manages his difficult relatives as he managed 
difficult officials, with firmness, sympathy and moderation. The content may seem 
ephemeral, for many letters are concerned with family matters—money, property, 
legal squabbles—but they still have considerable documentary interest for the social 
historian and for students of Pepys’s biography. The series written to “Brother Balty’ 
directing his investigations in Paris after Pepys’s arrest are particularly important 
biographically. This is a scholarly edition which sets a high standard for further 


definitive collections of its subject’s voluminous correspondence. (92) 


GHOSTS OF THE SPANISH STEPS. Daniele Varé. Murray, 18s. 1955. 
22cm. 224 pages. 13 illustrations. Index. 

Signor Varé lived and played in his childhood near the celebrated Piazza di Spagna. 

Brought up in the aristocratic society of Rome he made his career in the Italian 

diplomatic service. He turns his imagination and the well-stored memory of many 

years to bring the past to life. Among the ghosts are Ouida, Marconi, d’ Annunzio, 
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and a delightful company of statesmen, artists, brigands and cosmopolitans who 
move and breathe in the author’s reminiscence. A light but beautifully written book 
in which history and personal anecdote are blended with unusual skill. (92) 


WAINEWRIGHT IN TASMANIA. Robert Crossland. Oxford University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 22s.6d. 1954. 20°5 cm. 176 pages. 29 plates. 
Index. 

For many years now Thomas Wainewright, art critic, painter, forger, and possible 

multiple poisoner, has been depicted, in Oscar Wilde’s words, as ‘the blackest villain 

in history’. By delving in Tasmanian archives, the author has for the first time thrown 
light on Wainewright’s life in Tasmania, and in doing this has presented a fresh view 
of Wainewright’s character. Not only was his life there entirely blameless, but 
prominent men went out of their way to help him. He painted the portraits of many 
of them and of their families, and these portraits, some of which are reproduced in 
this book, show that although he was not a great painter his work had a rare sensitive- 
ness and delicacy. Crossland has indeed made his point that it is time for a re- 
assessment of the popular view of Wainewright’s character. (92) 


FIRST INTERVAL. The Autobiography of Donald Wolfit. Odhams Press, 
16s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 256 pages. 34 illustrations. Index. 

Donald Wolfit has a unique place in the contemporary theatre, and his book reveals 
how, through boyhood, youth and early manhood, his determination to become an 
actor brought him to where he is today. Not least interesting are his first-hand 
accounts of meetings with (and acting with) such celebrities in the theatre as 
William Poel, Fred Terry, Matheson Lang, Eleanor Elder, Sir Philip Ben Greet, and 
others. Since becoming an actor-manager in 1937 he has played over 2,000 leadi 

parts in Shakespeare’s plays. (92 


WHO’S WHO IN THE MOTOR INDUSTRY. 2nd edition, Compiled 
and edited by Roland C. Bellamy and Cyrus Andrews. Roland C. Bellamy 
Publications (Grimsby), 27s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 884 pages. Indexes. 

The second edition of this useful reference book has been enlarged to provide 

information on more than 2,000 firms and over 3,000 persons associated with the 

motor industry in the United Kingdom. The biographical section contains a wealth 
of information on the personalities in the industry and there is a short directory of 
associations and professional organisations which are of interest to the motor engineer. 

Details are given of the periodicals and house journals which are published in this 

field, including a number of general periodicals which consistently carry articles 

about aspects of the motor industry. (926-292) 


Europe 

ALEXANDER VON BATTENBERG. Egon Caesar, Conte Corti, 
Translated from the German by E. M. Hodgson. Cassell, 30s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 
330 pages. 11 plates. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Interesting in itself as a portrait of a well-meaning individual struggling against 

circumstances wholly beyond his control, this is much more than a mere biography. 

After the invasion of the Turkish provinces in Europe by Russia under Alexander II, 

it was settled by the Treaty of Berlin (1878) that Bulgaria should be organised as an 

autonomous territory with a ruler, Alexander, son of Alexander of Hesse, Prince of 

Battenberg. His efforts to keep free of the domination of the Great Powers was too 
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much for him: he was forced to abdicate. It is because his story may be regarded as 
the opening scene of the drama which was to culminate in the First World War 
that the author has studied it. (940-28) 


World War II 

THE SEA WOLVES. The Story of German U-Boats at War. Wolfgang Frank. 
Translated from the German by R. O. B. Long. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 256 pages. 14 photographs. Diagram. Chart. Index. 

It was the author’s official duty to describe the activities of U-boats, so that he is in a 

special position to present an overall picture of the campaign under Admiral Donitz 

which was such a serious menace to the Allies during most of the war. The 

book, which originally appeared as Die Wolfe und der Admiral, is well translated 

by Lt. Commander Long, and gives many vivid stories of individual actions by the 

German submarines—in particular some of the successful attacks by Prien, one of 

the best known enemy Commanders. (940-5451) 


LIFE IN OUR HANDS, Pamela Bright. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. 1955. 
21 cm. 208 pages. Endpaper map. 
In this book for the nurse, Miss Bright relates her experiences as nursing sister attached 
to a casualty clearing station which was set up in Normandy in June 1944 and which 
followed the advance of the allied armies in Western Europe until June 1945. She 
gives sympathetic and lively descriptions of the small unit in which she served, its 
grim battles against and reactions to death, pain, filth and exhaustion, and of brief 
spells of happiness, resting in the peaceful countryside or on leave in Brussels. 
(940°547) 


Britain 
MEDIEVAL CORNWALL. L. E. Elliott-Binns. Methuen, 35s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
464 pages. 8 plates. 2 maps. Index. 

The author, sometime canon and treasurer of Truro Cathedral, has put together the 
results of what has been, over the years, a labour of love. His knowledge of the sources 
for the history of Cornwall in the Middle Ages is deep, while his wide historical 
interests ensure that in his hands local history will be a living study neatly keyed into 
national history, and not a recital of the traditions and customs peculiar to the Duchy. 
His book was inspired by and, with some modifications, is modelled on Mr. A. L. 
Rowse’s Tudor Cornwall. Happy the county which can boast of two such contributions 
to its history. (942°37) 


Germany 
AFTER THE FLOOD. Prince Constantine of Bavaria. Translated from the 
German by Constantine Fitzgibbon. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 16s. 1954. 20°5 cm. 
216 pages. 
As the flood of war subsided the human wreckage came to rest in unexpected places 
with fantastic tales to tell. Prince Constantine, who seems to be able to combine 
detachment with sympathy, and urbanity with a fine eye for effect, was there to 
write them down. The ‘nominal marriage’ market in Vienna, the Bohemian nobleman 
of partly Japanese descent who lived a life of fantasy as the Duca di Centigloria, the 
post-war victimisation of non-Nazi Germans by Nazis in Brazil, are a few of 
the curiosities collected and displayed with expert literary showmanship in this odd 
and very well translated book. (943-087) 
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France 


FRANCE: THE FOURTH REPUBLIC. Dorothy Pickles. Methuen, 
8s.6d. 1955. 17cm. 248 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Home Study Books) 
Mrs. Pickles, author of The French Political Scene and France between the Republics, 
gives in this book a convenient introductory account of the government and political 
scene of post-war France. After a glance at the constitutional framework she describes 
briefly the working of the parliamentary system, the political parties and trade unions, 
the judicial system, local government, and the country’s relations with her overseas 
territories. She concludes by pointing out some of the current problems in internal 
and foreign affairs. The book is admirably suited to the beginner, whether general 
reader or student. (944-082) 


China 

THE BACKGROUND TO THE REBELLION OF AN LU-SHAN. 
Edwin G. Pulleyblank. Oxford University Press, 52s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 274 pages. 
2 maps. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (London Oriental Series, Vol. 4) 

This volume in a series sponsored by the School of Oriental and African Studies, 

University of London, is the first part of a very erudite and detailed survey of 

the events and conditions culminating in a rebellion which marked one of the 

turning-points of Chinese history (A.D. 755-763). The book is obviously intended 

only for specialists, the notes being often more lengthy than the chapters to which they 

refer, but all those interested in the story of T’ang China will find here enough and 

to spare. (951-016) 


Korea 
PENCILLING PRISONER. Philip Crosbie. Hawthorn Press (Melbourne, 
Australia), 18s.6d. 1954. 21-5 cm. 208 pages. 6 portraits. 

The author, a Roman Catholic priest in charge of the mission station at Hongsong 
at the time of the invasion across the 38th Parallel, relates his experiences as a prisoner 
of war of the North Korean People’s Army. It is a record of the inhumanity created 
under the stress of civil war and the clash of antagonistic idealogies, but it is softened 
by the dignity and restraint with which the incidents are described. This glimpse of a 
civilian engulfed in the bitterness of the Korean campaign emphasises the widespread 
impact of the struggle on the peoples of the Western world. (951-9) 


The Sudan 
A HISTORY OF THE SUDAN. From the Earliest Times to 1821. 
A. J. Arkell. University of London: Athlone Press, 21s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 268 pages. 
46 photographs. 11 maps. 27 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Arkell, whose services to the study of archaeology in the Sudan are well known, 
presents in a brief form for students and the general reader the fruits of much research, 
much digging, and some controversy. The area considered is the valley of the Upper 
Nile, roughly along the river between Aswan and Khartoum. Here the kingdom of 
Meroé, the Cush of the Egyptians, flourished until about the fourth century A.D. 
and was succeeded by a number of Christian kingdoms, later to be swept away by 
the coming of Islam. The story is a fascinating one, and though here it is told only 
in outline, it is very well documented and illustrated. (962-4) 
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South Africa 

SOUTH AFRICAN REALITIES. Special Articles and a Leading Article 
from The Times, also some Political and Historical Tables. The Times Publishing 
Co., 18. 1955. 24°5 cm. 26 pages. Map. Table. Paper covers. 

This very useful survey of the political situation in South Africa following the 

appointment of Mr. Strydom as Prime Minister includes several special articles and 

a concise “Who’s Who’ in the Nationalist Cabinet. (968) 


POLITICS IN A CHANGING SOCIETY. A Political History of the 
Fort Jameson Ngoni. J. A. Barnes. Oxford University Press for the Rhodes- 
Livingstone Institute, 428. 1954. 22cm. 230 pages. 12 photographs. 4 diagrams. 
4 maps. 8 tables. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. 

This book, based on study in the field and careful documentary research, portrays the 

development and decline after European conquest of a migratory warrior chiefdom 

in Southern Africa. External aggression and defence held in check the strong 
tendencies to fission in the ‘Snowball State’ established by these technically backward 
cattle keepers who, like other Bantu in South-East Africa absorbed the many peoples 
they dominated. Although the material is presented in detail and analysis is intricate, 
the major forces shaping the character of the chiefdom in the nineteenth century 
and the general processes of government stand out clearly. It is important for political 
scientists as well as Africanists, for it is a first documented presentation of a recurrent 
and little understood type of political system. (968-94) 


Canada 


THE FRENCH CANADIANS, 1760-1945. Mason Wade. Macmillan, 
36s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 1,152 pages, 38 illustrations. 2 maps. Index. 
An important pioneering work, the first large-scale attempt to explain historically 
the ethnic, religious and regional elements which make up Quebec nationalism. More 
than half is devoted to the last fifty years of French Canadian history, and treats in 
considerable detail the rise of Bourassa and the growth of anti-Imperialism, the 
conscription crisis during the First World War, the consequent deepening rift between 
English and French-speaking Canadians, the development of isolationism in the 
*twenties and ‘thirties, and the reactions of French Canada to World War II. Critical 
attention is paid to the growth of the arts and to recent industrial urbanization. The 
book is too long to appeal to those unversed in Canadian and especially Quebec 
politics; on the other hand, it provides a well-balanced and substantial synthesis of the 
forces embodied in the Quebec tradition; no one has come closer to explaining the 
élan vital of French Canada. (971-4) 


Australia 
SELECT DOCUMENTS IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY, 1851-1900. 
Selected and edited by C. M. H. Clark. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, 
and London), 70s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 886 pages. Note on sources. Index. 
Manning Clark, Professor of History at Canberra University College, has continued 
his selection of source material up to the year of federation, 1900. The selections, taken 
from official sources, newspapers and contemporary accounts, reveal the richness of 
the material available for research students. The work has been divided into the broad 
classifications of Gold Discovery, Economic, Political and Social History in an 
attempt to give an adequate survey of this complex period of development. (994) 
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RUM REBELLION. A study of the overthrow of Governor Bligh by 
John Macarthur and the New South Wales Corps. H. V. Evatt. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 30s. 1955. 24°5cm. 256 pages. 
Frontispiece. Reference notes. Index. 

In the struggle for power in the colony of New South Wales in 1808, Governor Bligh, 

administrator of the autocratic penal settlement, and John Macarthur, representative 

of the N.S.W. Corps and the increasing numbers of free settlers, were dominant and 
opposing figures. Dr. Evatt probes beneath the Rum Rebellion, which was the 
outcome of this clash, in a brilliant analysis of the events as they were unfolded in 
the courts and shows that Macarthur’s defiance of Bligh’s authority involved social 
issues. As a legal scholar and historian, the author discusses the weaknesses underlying 
both the administration of New South Wales and British colonial policy in the early 
nineteenth century. (994-02) 


OUR YESTERDAYS. Australian Life since 1853 in Photographs. Arranged 
by Irma Pearl, with a commentary by Cyril Pearl. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia and London), 30s. 1954. 29cm. 168 pages. 292 photographs. 

The story of Australia from the middle of the last century to the end of the First 

World War is to be found in this collection of photographs, which have survived 

remarkably well the passage of time. Accompanied by lengthy, but pithy, captions, 

they mirror events and personalities in practically every sphere of life—industry, 
sport, politics, fashion, religion, transport, crime, entertainment—in a rapidly 
developing continent, creating an extraordinarily vivid impression of momentous 

times. The book is fascinating to browse over. (994-03) 


Polynesia 
TEN YEARS IN TONGA. J. S. Neill. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
220 pages. 23 photographs. Index. 

J. S. Neill spent ten years as His Majesty’s Agent and Consul in Tonga before the 
Second World War, and this book includes not only reminiscences of Tonga and its 
Queen during that period but several chapters on the history of the island and some 
fifty pages on Pitcairn Island, where he spent several weeks carrying out an 
administrative and medical survey. These, though unconnected with Tonga, are 
particularly valuable as the first modern account of this remote island and its people, 
descendants of the Bounty mutineers. This well-informed account of two extremely 
interesting islands has a foreword by H.M. Queen Salote. (996-12) 


FICTION 


NOBLE IN REASON. Phyllis Bentley. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
256 pages. 

Phyllis Bentley adds a further volume to her series of West Riding novels and shows 
anew that her lucid style is as fresh a medium as ever for her bracing and forthright 
imagination. The story she tells depicts the fortunes of a Yorkshire textile family 
during two world wars and the industrial slump of the ‘thirties, and it is seen through 
the eyes of the family’s youngest son, Christopher, who becomes a successful writer 
and playwright. The central theme traces the difficulties confronting an artistic 
temperament such as Christopher’s in the effort to adjust itself to a native background 
out of sympathy with his gifts and aspirations. 
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A WORLD OF LOVE. Elizabeth Bowen. Cape, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 
224 pages. 
In this very interesting new novel Miss Bowen describes the impact on actuality of 
imagined or occult events. During a short spell of disturbingly hot weather, the 
inhabitants of a decaying country house in the south of Ireland are visited, or imagine 
they are visited, by the ghost of a young man with whom some of them have been 
emotionally involved. The experience has a cathartic effect and clarifies and resolves 
their relations to one another. The story is faultlessly constructed, with perfect 
dovetailing of episodes; the prose remarkably muscular and flexible, sometimes 
relaxed and sometimes knotted, in close and sensitive harmony with the nervous 
rhythms of reaction to psychological strain. Miss Bowen has again made full use of 
her keen sense of place: the house itself and the surrounding countryside are vividly 


and palpably conveyed. 


A DIFFICULT YOUNG MAN. Martin Boyd. Cresset Press, 128.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 276 pages. 

It is Mr. Boyd’s skill that makes it possible without too much confusion to start at 
number two in this series of novels about a well-to-do family with roots both in 
Australia (where this tale starts and ends) and in England (where it develops). Though 
Dominic Langton sometimes seems only an ordinary young man with difficult 
relations, one can at the same time sympathise with them as well, and it is refreshing 
to read such a story without ploughing through morasses of morbid psychology. 
We look forward also to the yet untold love story of Dominic and Helena. 


THE ANGEL’S NAME. Louise Collis. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 212 pages- 
It is not only in its title, which is taken from the Genesis story of Jacob’s lonely 
wrestling with the angel whose name he asks, that this book recalls the Old Testament. 
The style also has a biblical quality of intense purposefulness heightened at times to a 
poetic level. The central figure is a young woman in whose nature the quest for the 
unattainable admits of no compromise with the lesser desires and contentments of her 
family circle. By her standards and single-mindedness they fail, yet they succeed 
in finding at least partial solutions to life’s problems on their less exacting plane, 
while Hilary undergoes deeply disturbing inner experiences in pursuit of her idealistic 


search for finality. 


THE FAIR HOUSE. Jack Cope. MacGibbon & Kee, 13s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
360 pages. Glossary. 
This novel of the Zulu rising of 1906 has to consider problems that are relevant to 
today as well. Tom Erskine, the son of a rich British landowner, loves Linda de Wet, 
a Boer, and is the foster-brother of Kolombe, a Zulu. There is little hope of happy 
endings for any of the three, and, though all survive, they are inevitably parted at the 
end, The atmosphere of intolerance is eloquently suggested, the heroic but tragic 
close of the rebellion brilliantly and movingly described, and there are vivid pictures 
of African life and scenery. A remarkably accomplished first novel, and rich in promise. 


THE WINDS OF HEAVEN. Monica Dickens. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 256 pages. 

Louise Bickford, an aging and practically penniless widow, spends an ignominious 

existence going from one to another of her three daughters—one carefully correct, 

one bohemian and one slovenly. She finds her only consolations in the love of one 
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of her grandchildren and the regard of a new friend. A near-tragedy in the caravan 
which is her last resort has fortunately happy consequences. Miss Dickens has written 
a very human story about a common predicament, with a number of neat touches 
typifying middle class behaviour and standards. Her understanding portrait of Louise 
wins the reader’s sympathy for her uncomplaining heroine. 


BATH TANGLE. Georgette Heyer. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 
334 pages. 

Admirers of Georgette Heyer’s work will find nothing to disappoint them in her 
latest Regency romance. Lady Serena Carlow has jilted one of Society’s most eligible 
bachelors, the Marquis of Rotherham. When her father dies she retires to Bath with 
a stepmother who is younger than herself. A clause in her father’s will stipulating 
that the Marquis’s consent must be obtained before she can marry results in a clash of 
wills and two engagements leading to emotional tangles which can only be resolved 
by drastic action. Miss Heyer is singularly deft at imparting the flavour of the Regency 
period, her prose has an agreeable ease, and her characters are drawn in the round. 
Bath Tangle is certainly in the top rank of light entertainment. 


THE BIRD’S NEST. Shirley Jackson. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
240 pages. 

‘Elizabeth, Beth, Betsy, and Bess, they all went together to find a bird’s nest’. On this 
nursery rhyme Miss Jackson bases a penetrating study of multiple personality. 
Twenty-three year old Elizabeth Richmond, working dimly in the correspondence 
section of a museum, at first appears to lead a double life, part of which is unknown 
to her conscious Elizabeth self. Under psychiatric treatment she disintegrates further 
and four selves fight within her before she is at length restored to mental health and 
emotional integrity. Though this novel is scarcely suitable reading for sensitively- 
balanced minds, it is a literary achievement of no mean order, and in particular the 
account of Betsy’s escapades in New York is finely imaginative as well as deeply 
moving. 


TAKE THESE MEN. Cyril Joly. Constable, 15s. 1955. 20-5 cm. 368 pages. 
2 maps. 
This book tells the story of the British armoured forces in the Western Desert of 
North Africa during World War II through the actions of one of its most famous 
divisions, the 7th Armoured. It is the first of its kind from the British side and equals, 
or surpassess, all that has been written about Rommel and his Africa Corps. The 
characters bear fictitious names, but the main incidents are factual and all the atmos- 
phere of armoured battle is there. The narrative runs freely and vividly describes the 
experiences and reactions of tank crews in action and in the periods of preparation 
and manoeuvre. The author served as a squadron 2nd captain right through the 
campaign. 


TOWSER, the Sheep Dog. Henry G. Lamond. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 
270 pages. Glossary. 

Although the characters and the stations on which the action takes place are fictitious, 

this story of the prowess of a remarkable sheep dog is based on fact and the author’s 

experience of sheep farming. Towser was the author’s dog. In this book he is lent to 

the fictitious overseer of an immense sheep station in Australia who acquires him 

as a puppy and watches, with wonder, admiration and respect, the dog’s intuitive 
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understanding of his job. The author is a keen observer of nature and vividly evokes 
the Queensland landscape as he knew it in the early years of this century. His 
vigorous, springy prose is admirably suited to the active life he describes. 


NO MAN IS AN ISLAND. Donald McLean. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1955. 
19cm. 196 pages. 

This story is set in the ‘out-back’ of Australia. The news goes round that a half-caste 
girl is pregnant: whereupon four men and a boy quickly disappear from town. 
They arrive in the mining settlement of Broken Hill in time for the lead and silver 
boom of 1914. One becomes rich, one goes to war and one, the boy who tells the 
tale, grows up. There is a wryness, a violence of understatement, a faintly mocking 
manner in this idealistic and warm-hearted book which make it unmistakably 
Australian in flavour. 


BY INVITATION ONLY. Félicien Marceau. Translated from the French 
by Anthony Rhodes. Barker, 9s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 174 pages. 

M. Marceau assembles his characters in a chdteau transformed into an establishment 
for paying guests, and his novel takes the form of a conversation piece which is at 
the same time an allegory of good and evil. By the device of including the devil 
among the guests, the author contrives to give a greater depth to what at first appears 
a light satire on the natural antagonisms of various social classes. The plot is slight, 
but the book’s considerable human interest is sustained through the sparkle of the 
dialogue which Mr. Rhodes has translated with an admirably light touch. 


THE SMALL CORNER. Elizabeth Montagu. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 230 pages. 

Miss Montagu is a skilful writer who believes in her reader’s intelligence and leaves 
the unnecessary unsaid. The present story is told by Henrietta Sotherby, Dr. 
Hamilton’s secretary and a lifelong friend of his wife Laura. She learns that Laura 
intends to leave her husband and, regarding it as her mission to probe for the reason 
and to prevent the impending rupture, Henrietta adopts dubious methods and finds 
herself caught in an intricate web of cross-motives. It becomes apparent to the reader 
that Henrietta’s character is far more complex than her narrative would have him 
believe, and this delicately contrived and well-written novel moves with subtlety 
to an enigmatic climax. 


MEDITERRANEO. Chapman Mortimer. Cresset Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
224 pages. 
This novel is about a gipsy, Antonio, who arrives in a coastal town in Andalusia 
looking for his brother’s murderer; he finds him, and the murder is avenged, though 
not in the way intended by Antonio. This comparatively simple narrative is wrapped 
up in a cloud of fantasy which is sometimes luminous, sometimes just exasperating, 
and written in a style which is sometimes more like Spanish verse than English prose. 
It is hard to do justice to a book which is so original, so talented and, at the same 
time, so affected. Provoking it may be; it is certainly neither dull nor mediocre. 


THE TRIUMPH OF THE BULL. Joseph Peyré. Translated from the 

French by Alan Houghton Brodrick. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 320 pages. 
The aristocratic girl who falls in love with a bull-fighter has become a familiar figure 
in contemporary fiction, but Joseph Peyré gives this old story an uncommon twist. 
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The setting—Seville in the nineteen fifties—is more than a mere backcloth. The 
quickening rhythm of Sevillian life as winter blossoms into summer is communicated 
with unusual skill; so also is the strange and rarely celebrated beauty of the flat marsh 
country where the fighting bulls are bred. The climax takes place in the bull ring; 
but the outcome is less bloody and more ironic than one might expect. 


THE HISTORIES OF GARGANTUA AND PANTAGRUEL. 
Frangois Rabelais. Translated from the French and with an introduction by 
J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, ss. 1955. 18 cm. 712 pages. (Penguin Classics) 

Frangois Rabelais, 16th century monk-physician-humanist, made of the local 

squabbles in his native Tourraine the immortal burlesque story of the wars and 

adventures of his giant heroes. The burlesque should not blind us to the passionate 
plea for tolerance, the serious views on education, the sublime chapter on the Death of 

Heroes, the tireless attacks on every form of hypocrisy. Rabelais is one of the great 

links in the ages’ struggle for liberty. He is also one of the greatest masters of language 

in all literature. Mr. Cohen translates him into modern colloquial English, on the 
whole successfully. 


FLAMINGO FEATHER. A Story of Africa. Laurens van der Post. 
Hogarth Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°3 cm. 320 pages. 

A novel of adventure and romance somewhat in the Buchan manner, and told with 
scarcely less skill. Colonel van der Post has brought his love of the African landscape, 
his explorer’s knowledge and his understanding of primitive peoples to enrich its 
scenes. The international conspiracy around which the plot is built is imaginative 
to the point of melodrama. The book’s true merits consist in the superbly exciting 
descriptions of travel across little known tracts of jungle and mountain and in the 
author’s grasp of the forces at work in the lives of Africans today. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE MAN INSIDE. M. E. Chaber. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 
A man with a passion for diamonds steals a fabulous stone from a New York diamond 
merchant and commits murder to cover his tracks. A private detective engaged 
by the insurance company catches up with him in Madrid, but it is one thing to 
trace a man and quite another to capture him and retrieve the stone, which inevitably 
brings other people after it. Crisp writing and economy in the telling keep the story 
tense throughout and yet convey more than adequately both character and scene. 


FELLOW PASSENGER. Geoffrey Household. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 256 pages. 

The efforts of an insouciant young man to recover an inheritance from his ancestral 
home, which has been turned into a hostel for atomic scientists, are misconstrued by 
the authorities, and he is thereafter a wanted man in need of all his wits to evade 
capture. How he does so until Nemesis overtakes him makes diverting reading, 
for Mr. Household is in high spirits in his latest adventure story and has produced 
a rollicking affair that runs the gamut of escape situations and furnishes excellent 
entertainment. 
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THE MAN FROM THE SEA. Michael Innes. Gollancz, 10s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 224 pages. 

In an adventure story reminiscent of John Buchan’s novels a young man is importuned 
by a stranger, who suddenly appears from the sea, to help him elude his pursuers 
and get from Scotland to London. With the aid of an Amazonian cousin, the young 
man makes the attempt, running considerable risks and becoming sadder and wiser, 
and much more mature, in the process. The mystery of the man from the sea is well 
maintained, and the excitement of the chase is breathless at times. Moreover the 
sentiments are adult. Taken altogether, this is a story that will greatly entertain the 
intelligent reader. 


Reprints 


WUTHERING HEIGHTS and Selected Poems. Emily Bronté. Introduction 
by Margaret Lane. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 374 pages. Bibliography. 
Index to first lines of poems. (Everyman’s Library) 

This powerful, sombre and highly imaginative story of thwarted love, with its 

almost oppressive emotional force and its wild moorland background that is a perfect 

setting for it, is unique in English literature and could only have emanated from such 

a person as Emily Bronté, a mystic ignorant of the world, strong in character and 

passionately attached to her own restricted milieu. It is here reissued in a very con- 

venient edition with a short critical introduction and a selection of Emily’s poems 
which are as individual as herself and bring us closer to the actual human being. 


YOUTH: A Narrative, and Two Other Stories. Joseph Conrad. Reprint. 

Nelson, 5s. 1955. 16cm. 384 pages. Bibliography. (Nelson Classics) 
The Nelson Classics have followed other editions of Conrad in issuing “Youth’ with 
“Heart of Darkness’ and “The End of the Tether’. They are probably the three finest 
long-short-stories which even Conrad ever wrote. “Youth’ relates the doom of a ship 
by fire, and the author’s own first glimpse of the Far East. “Heart of Darkness’ is a 
grim picture of life far into the interior of the Congo. “The End of the Tether’ tells 
of the last days of a noble old seaman, overtaken by blindness. If “Youth’ is largely 
autobiographical, “Heart of Darkness’ is also partly so; only the final story is invention, 
and its background is Malaya. 


BLEAK HOUSE. Charles Dickens. Reprint. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
882 pages. Illustrations by Phiz. Biographical and bibliographical note. (Macdonald 
Illustrated Classics) 

Dickens’ biting satire on the old court of Chancery, which brought misery and ruin 
to people as a result of its delays, presents a gallery of characters that once again 
proclaims the author’s wonderful exuberance of invention and his skill with back- 
grounds that fit the type of story he is writing. The book’s reappearance in this 
well-produced series is welcome, not least for the reproduction of the original 
illustrations. 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS. Charles Dickens. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1955. 18cm. 444 pages. Paper covers. 


Though not altogether typical, this is an admirable introduction to Dickens. It may 
have no grotesques (though several eccentrics), but it has a better plot than most— 
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this tale of the orphan Pip, who is taken over to be made into a gentleman, not, as 
he imagines, by the rich Miss Havisham to be the husband of her ward Estella, but, 
as he finally discovers, by the convict Abel Magwitch. And if Pip is not always very 
lovable, we could not well do without such typical Dickens characters as Pumblechook, 
Jaggers, Wemmick, and old Joe Gargery. 


THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON. Robert Heinlein. Reprint. 
Pan Books, 2s. 1955. 17°5 cm. 250 pages. 

Robert Heinlein writes about the future; he even provides a time chart of the next 
700 years. The six tales in this book prove him a worthy successor to Jules Verne and 
H. G. Wells. What sets him apart from most ‘science fiction’ writers is the extent 
to which he possesses historical imagination, applied to the future instead of to the past. 
He works out the repercussions—social, psychological, political, even legal and 
financial—of the new inventions he envisages; and in doing so he displays both 
ingenuity and wit. The longest story, which gives its title to the book, is not only 
thrilling and convincing: it is also at times extremely funny. This exhilarating 
collection was first published in 1953. 


WESTWARD HO! Charles Kingsley. Introduction by James A. Williamson. 
Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18°5 cm. 638 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 
An attractive reprint of this famous historical romance (first published in 1855) which 
has the advantage of a new introduction by our foremost authority on ‘the age of 
Drake’. Dr. Williamson explains how Kingsley came to be so violently prejudiced 
against Spain and Catholicism, and points out that, although Kingsley is writing 
of the war between English and Spanish seamen in the sixteenth century, his 
characters are Victorians in sentiment and attitude. The novel still makes good 
reading, however, for it is full of colour, animation and great adventure. 


THOMAS MANN’S STORIES AND EPISODES. Introduction by 
Erich Heller. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 378 pages. Bibliographical note. 
(Everyman’s Library) 

The second issue of a selection, first printed in 1940, containing Thomas Mann’s two 

most celebrated shorter stories, “Tonio Kréger’ and “Death in Venice’, together with 

a short story of his later period, ‘Mario and the Magician’, two extracts from 

The Magic Mountain and two from the Joseph tetralogy. The inclusion of extracts 

gives the volume a fragmentary appearance which could have been avoided by 

replacing them with further shorter stories from the author’s large and impressive 
output, but the episode in the snow, the most famous chapter of The Magic Mountain, 
may be regarded as complete in itself. Professor Heller’s new introduction, written 
with keen insight though in somewhat florid style, sets the selection in the framework 
of the author’s development and discusses his thought and literary craftsmanship. 


THE RIVER LINE. Charles Morgan. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s. 1955. 17°5 cm. 
188 pages. Paper covers. 

This novel, which has appeared also as a stage and a radio play, deals with an escape 
route through France during the last war. The central dramatic incident of the killing 
of a suspected traitor is viewed in retrospect several years later by a young American 
involved in it. The adventurous element, though genuine and thrilling, is yet 
subordinate to the mental reactions of the people concerned, and in particular to the 
problems of personal responsibility entailed. Clearly one of the more distinguished 
novels arising from, though not definitely about, the war. 
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POE’S TALES OF MYSTERY AND IMAGINATION. Introduction 
by Padraic Colum. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. $42 pages. Bibliography. 
(Everyman’s Library) 

This edition contains forty-six of the eighty odd stories written by Poe, the only 

questionable omission being “The Unparalleled Adventure of one Hans Pfaall’. All 

the other favourites are here—the Dupin stories ("The Mystery of Marie Rogét’, ‘The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue’, “The Purloined Letter’), forerunners of many detective 

tales, ‘The Gold Bug’ and its cryptogram, “The Fall of the House of Usher’, ‘The 

Pit and the Pendulum’, “The Tell-Tale Heart’, and the other masterpieces of the 

macabre—with a valuable preface by Padraic Colum. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

LITTLE MALLOWS. Viola Bayley. Dent, 8s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 188 pages. 

Frontispiece in colour and drawings in the text by A. H. Watson. 

Tissie is seventeen and has just left school. With her grandfather, a country vicar, 
and her aunt, both delightfully unworldly characters, she lives a quietly happy life 
until the arrival of four children left temporarily in her grandfather’s care. They 
are older than anyone expected—one of them a musically gifted, temperamental 
young man approaching nineteen. Their stay at the vicarage affects the lives of all of 
them in greater or lesser degrees. This is a graceful, unsophisticated story with an 
old fashioned air that adds to its charm. The older girl who likes a romantic tale will 
enjoy it. 


JACKALS OF THE SEA. Arthur Catherall. Dent, 8s.6d. 1955. 19-5 cm. 

190 pages. Frontispiece in colour and drawings in the text by Geoffrey Whittam. 
In their tug Bulldog Jack Frodsham and Husky Hudson set out to salvage a valuable 
floating crane that is in imminent danger of capsizing. Tricked by their enemies, they 
lose possession of it, and superhuman efforts are required of them before they can 
turn the tables on the criminals and retrieve their prize. The author sets a good pace 
and the technical details that add authority to a thrilling battle for possession will 
ensure the attention of a majority of older readers. 


THE TREASURE OF BARBY SWIN. Frank Crisp. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 180 pages. Illustrations by Richard Powers. 

In the year before the Battle of Trafalgar, the terrible Barby Swin, whose evil treasure 
has been stolen from him by young Jim Grover’s employer, extracts the secret of it 
from Jim and then drops him overboard. But Jim survives to serve in a whaler until 
the inevitable further encounter with Barby Swin once more places hislife in jeopardy. 
There are thrills in plenty in this rousing tale of ships and the sea in Nelson’s time, 
which the older boy will thoroughly enjoy not only for its lusty action but also for 
its details of life on board and ashore which are fascinating in themselves. 


THIMBLE SUMMER. Elizabeth Enright. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
1955. 18cm. 144 pages. Illustrations by the author. (Puffin Story Books) 

A Wisconsin farm in summertime provides the setting of this delightful and well- 

written tale for girls from nine to twelve which won the John Newbery Medal in 

1939 for the ‘most distinguished contribution to American Literature for children’. 

Garnet Linden finds a magic silver thimble while bathing in the river with her 
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brother, Jay, and as a result, the drought breaks, the family luck changes, and many 
nice and unexpected things happen, while Garnet is rescued from a rash escapade 
or two by Mr. Fletcher, who has the farm next to theirs and who has been getting 
her out of trouble since she was a baby. 


MALAY ADVENTURE. J. S. Phillips. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 

176 pages. Illustrated by Stanislaus Brien. (Puffin Story Books) 
During his last term at school, Brian Sanders learns of his father’s sudden death on 
his Malayan rubber plantation in what he feels are suspicious circumstances. He sets 
out to investigate, accompanied by Willem, a Dutch school friend who is returning 
to Java. Adventures befall them in quick succession and both boys would have 
mysteriously disappeared without trace but for a faithful Malay servant who 
warns them of their danger and arranges their escape through the jungle. This thrilling 
story for boys between twelve and sixteen is notable for its description of the Malayan 
scene and for its illustrations. 


ALL BECAUSE OF DAWKS. Meta Mayne Reid. Macmillan, 10s.6d. 

1955. 20cm. 246 pages. Illustrations by Geoffrey Whittam. 
Dawks is a magpie belonging to three children who live on a farm on the Antrim 
coast of Northern Ireland and who are just starting their holidays. He is at the bottom 
of the adventures which they share with a new friend. An accident to a bicycle which 
sets them to work to carn money, the disappearance of the youngest boy, a camp 
on the sea-shore, and the discovery of a smugglers’ cave that springs a surprise upon 
an American visitor are all part of a memorable vacation. This easy, natural story 
of young people enjoying plausible adventures should find a ready audience among 
children of 10-12. 


WHITE MAGIC. J. M. Scott. Methuen, 9s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 200 pages. 
11 illustrations (1 in colour) by Kiddell-Monroe. 

Molly (15) and Jon (13) accompany their father to Greenland to search for archaeologi- 
cal evidence of Viking occupation. It is a very different world from their own, but 
they adjust themselves to it remarkably well and render invaluable aid when an 
epidemic overwhelms the Eskimos. They learn quite a lot from their experiences, 
and this straightforward account of their adventures will interest the young reader 
in this Arctic world and its inhabitants. 


THE HEIR OF CRAIGS. Charles Vipont. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 

1955. 22cm. 222 pages. Illustrations in text by Tessa Theobald. 
Nigel, heir of Craigs, lives in fear of his murderous uncle until, with a cousin who 
has arrived to sound the loyalty of supporters of the exiled James II, he takes ship for 
the New World. They fall captive to hostile Indians and only after the most gruelling 
experiences, in which they are sustained by the faith of an admirable Quaker, do they 
reach their goal. But a summons from James’s court and a return to England have 
to be faced before Nigel can wholly shake free from the past. Characters, background 
and events are all vividly realised in a tale that will please most children of twelve 
and more. 


Non-Fiction 
BEHIND THE FOOTLIGHTS. Martha Alexander. Murray, 9s.6d. 1954. 


20°5 cm. 212 pages. 3 photographs. 11 illustrations in text. Bibliography. 


Children from fourteen years upwards and youth club members will find this book 
useful and enjoyable. It is an imaginary account of two young people who form and 
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run an amateur dramatic society, and in course of time, transform it into a professional 
repertory company. While not in any way a treatise on acting or stagecraft, it intro- 
duces many of the problems that must arise in such a project, from choosing the play, 
dress rehearsals, production and costume to stage management in a repertory company. 


UNDER THE SUN. George and Martha Berry. Hodder & Stoughton, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19°5 cm. 116 pages. Illustrations by Harry A. Pettit. 

This book sets out to explain some complex biological discoveries in language 
appropriate to children from eight to twelve years old. Such topics as how bees 
communicate to one another the whereabouts of a new source of nectar, how bats 
operate their ‘radar’ system for path finding, how homing pigeons find their way 
and so on are expounded in frankly anthropomorphic narrative or in simple 
descriptions of experiments. For the child with a flair in the right direction this book 
may well kindle a bright light; others who follow more haltingly will get at least 
a glimpse into some of the profundities of natural history. 


THE GOLDEN TRAIL. The Story of the Klondike Rush. Pierre Berton. 
Macmillan (Toronto and London), 10s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 158 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour) by Duncan Macpherson. (Great Stories of Canada). 

The story of the Klondike gold rush of ’97-98 is told in words and drawings alike 

spirited, humorous, and without exaggeration. The events are so recent that the 

author’s father took part in the rush and events and even conversations are authentic. 

Children in their early teens will find it good reading. 


THE NOR’ WESTERS. The Fight for the Fur Trade. Marjorie W. Campbell. 
Macmillan (Toronto and London), 10s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 186 pages. Illustrations by 
Illingworth Kerr. Endpaper maps. (Great Stories of Canada) 

The Nor’Westers tells very vividly the story of the Canadian fur trade, and 

particularly that of the great North-West Company, the rival of the Hudson Bay 

Company between 1779 and 1821. It recalls the great names, McTavish, McGillivray, 

Mackenzie, Thompson, who opened up the great rivers and won the friendship of 

the Indians. With its seats in Montreal, its less formal and organised methods, and its 

courage in opening up new territories, the North-West Company has a glamour, 
picturesqueness, and romance that is very characteristic of the Canada of legend. For 
children in their early teens. 


A PATTERN OF ISLANDS. Arthur Grimble. Junior edition. Murray, 6s. 
1955. 19cm. 160 pages. Illustrations by Shirley Hughes and Tom Pomfret. 
Endpaper maps by Tom Pomfret. 

Sir Arthur Grimble here recounts his experiences in the Colonial Administrative 
Service—from cadet to Resident Commissioner—in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Protectorate from 1913 onwards. He learns Gilbertese and convulses his audience 
with his maiden speech, joins in hunting sharks, offers himself as bait for an octopus, 
has a death-curse laid upon him, witnesses the miraculous ‘calling of the porpoise’ to 
the shore, and hears the ‘whistling ghosts’. Some of his stories are hilarious, some are 
moving and others highly exciting, but all of them are invested with the charm of an 
engaging personality. He has a grand sense of fun and a true appreciation of the simple 
dignity and natural good manners of the people he helped to rule. Older children 
will gain both pleasure and profit from reading his delightful book, here carefully 
abridged from the original edition but otherwise unaltered. 
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EXPLORING THE AMERICAS. L. F. Hobley. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1955. 
21°5cm. 80 pages. Maps and drawings in text by G. Randall. Bibliography. 
Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 

An excellent account of the exploration of North and South America which succeeds 
in including a great amount of detail without obscuring the broad outlines of the 
story or the motives and interests involved. The illustrations and particularly 
the sketches based on contemporary maps contribute almost as much as the text to the 
reader’s understanding. One or two minor points might be questioned, but the book 
can be recommended for older children. 


THE BUILDING OF ANCIENT EGYPT. Helen and Richard Leacroft. 
Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. Obl.22-5 cm. 30 pages. 28 illustrations (9 in colour). 
(Puffin Picture Books) 

A colourful account of the construction of various types of buildings in Ancient Egypt 

which presents a realistic picture of the daily life, customs and burial practices of the 

people. The very clear text and the many illustrations of family and communal life, 
estate, temple, pyramid and tomb together furnish, in the limited space available, an 
impressive amount of accurate and interesting information about early Egypt for 

children of 9-14. 


THE GUIDE TO PONY CLUB TESTS. Horsemastership for Beginners. 
Colonel Sir John Lees and Joan Gray. Fourth edition, revised. Crosby Lockwood, 
7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 144 pages. 5 photographs. Drawings in text by Joan Gray. 

A clear and concise book, excellently illustrated, written primarily to help members 

of Pony Clubs to pass their tests. As a riding instructor, Sir John Lees has had much 

success with his pupils and, although he says himself that ‘you can never learn to ride 
out of a book’, his book, brought up to date by Mrs. Gray, and covering Riding and 

Hunting, Stable Management, Shoeing and Minor Ailments, will be of great help to 

children in their teens and also to older beginners. 


THE FORCE CARRIES ON. T. Morris Longstreth. Macmillan (Toronto 
and London), 10s.6d. 1955. .21-5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) 
by Clare Bice. (Great Stories of Canada) 

This sequel to The Scarlet Force (see British Book News, June, 1954, issue) recounts 
some of the more recent exploits of the Canadian Mounted Police in trapping 
desperados and opening up the North. There are chapters on the training of recruits, 
and the work as it is today, with ships and aeroplanes in use as well as horses and dogs 
in the task of keeping the peace. The book provides excellent reading for children 
in their early teens. 


THOMAS CHARLES, 1755-1814. R. A. Pritchard. University of Wales 
Press (Cardiff), 2s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 76 pages. 6 illustrations. Welsh and English 
text. Paper covers. 

This story of the life and work of Thomas Charles, which is suited to the 11-13 

age group, was awarded a prize at the National Eisteddfod of Wales. Thomas Charles 

played a great part as a pioneer of the Sunday School in Wales and is widely known 
as a founder of the Bible Society. His life and achievements are here described in an 
easy style, and the dramatised incidents should make an immediate appeal to children. 


The Welsh and English versions appear on opposite pages and there are some good 
illustrations. 
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THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN ITALY. David Raymond. Phoenix 
House, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 28 photographs (1 in colour). Sketch map. 
Glossary. Index. (Young Traveller Series) 

Those features of the Italian scene likely to interest intelligent children in their early 

teens are vividly and accurately described within the framework of a lively account 

of the Lindop family’s long summer holiday spent exploring the cities, villages, 
mountain districts and sea-shores of this beautiful country. Frances, Tony and 

Martin, who although only eight is not too young to relish the exciting variety of 

Italian food, with their mother and artist father, make a number of Italian friends 

and learn a great deal about the art treasures, history and way of life of the Italian 

people. 


THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT EVEREST. Eric Shipton. Muller, 6s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. 14 illustrations by F. Stocks May. 2 maps. (True Books) 
Eric Shipton went on five expeditions to Everest and was leader when the first 
reconnaissatice of the Southern Route was made. Consequently he is particularly 
suited to write a short history of the great mountain, which he does in a simple direct 
manner that will appeal to the young reader of 10-14. His own part in the various 
expeditions is well conveyed, and Mr. May’s sketches enliven the text. 


CLOUDS, RINGS AND CROCODILES. By Space-ship round the 

Planets. H. Percy Wilkins. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. 13 illustrations. 
This is the story of an imaginary voyage to the planets; a blending of fact and fancy 
which is intended to introduce young readers to the fascinating subject of space 
travel and at the same time teach them the elements of astronomy. The story is told 
in simple language and clear explanations are given of the scientific phenomena 
described, using analogies drawn from the child’s own experience. The illustrations 
have been carefully chosen to convey a clear idea of the actual state of other worlds 
as seen by a close observer. Boys and girls between 12 and 16 should find this thrilling 
and instructive reading. 
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Swift 


By J. MIDDLETON MURRY 


The latest issue in the Writers and their Work series, 
a study of a great writer by a distinguished critic, 
to which is added a valuable bibliography. 2s. net 


q Annual Subscription to the series, which is published 
monthly, 22s. 6d. post free. Full list and particulars 
from Publications Department, British Council, 65 
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In Two Chinas 


K. M. PANIKKAR 


Author of Asia and Western Dominance 
Sardar Panikkar was India’s first 
ambassador to China and gives an eye- 
witness account of the disintegration of 
the Kuomintang regime and the gradual 
rise of new China to the position of a 
Great Power. About 16s. 


Double Talk : 
The Language 
of Communism 
HARRY HODGKINSON 


What Orwell predicted for 1984 has 
already come to pass in the sense that 
the Communist use of the language can 
no longer be rightly interpreted without 
a dictionary. The author has compiled 
a brief encyclopaedia of the Communist 
idiom, with historical backgrounds. It 
is authoritative and written with some 
humour. Illustrated About\5s 


Seven Editors 
HAROLD HERD 


The stories of seven newspaper editors— 
all notable for some stimulating quirk 
of individuality, from William Hone 
who defied judges, to Nicholas Byrne 
who got himself murdered. It also 
includes the stories of Eustace Budgell, 
Dr. John Hill, William Maginn, Albany 
Foublanque and James Gordon Bennett. 

About 8s 6d 


India: New Pattern 
LADY HARTOG 


What is independent India like and 
what are the main differences between 
the new India and the old? Lady 
Hartog answers these questions and 
gives an accurate first-hand account of 
the tremendous changes being made 
under Nehru’s leadership 

About 12s 6d - 


English 
Radicalism : 


From Paine to Cobbett 
S. MACCOBY, PH.D. 


Dr. Maccoby takes the story of “popular” 
politics on from 1785 to 1832. As well 
as being the Age of Paine and Cobbett 
it is the Age of Burke, Pitt, Canning, 
Fox, Grey and the Edinburgh Review. 
Together with the four previous volumes 
that the author has written on this 
subject it forms a complete history of 
English Radicalism from 1762 to 1914. 

About 45s 


The Laws of Nature 
R. E. PEIERLS, C.B.E., F.R.S. 


A guide to contemporary physics for the 
layman written in lucid English and 
without technicalities. The author was 
one of the most senior of the British 
atomic team during the war. 

About 18s 
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